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EASTER SUNDAY
11th & 12th April 2020
Responsorial Psalm
THIS IS THE DAY THE LORD HAS MADE; LET US REJOICE AND BE GLAD.

1. Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, for his love has no end.
Let the sons of Israel say: ‘His love has no end.’
R.
2. The Lord’s right hand has triumphed; his right hand raised me up.
I shall not die, I shall live and recount his deeds.
R.
3. The stone which the builders rejected has become the corner stone.
This is the work of the Lord, a marvel in our eyes.
R.
Acclamation Gospel
Alleluia, alleluia! Christ
has become our paschal sacrifice;
let us feast with joy in the Lord.
Alleluia!

First Reading
Apostles 10:34, 37-43
Second Reading
Colossians 3:1-4
Gospel
John 20:1-9

It was with great joy we received the happiest news of Cardinal George
Pell’s freedom on last Tuesday. It was a beautiful smile of resurrection
experience for him and for all of us. And this was a big victory for all the
Catholics in the world and it came on the right time of Easter!
In the Holy Week we meditated on the bodily destruction of Jesus. With
the pain of this loss, Mary Magdalene and other women went to the tomb
of Jesus only to find it empty. Losing even the dead body of Jesus was too
much for them. They too wept. Such was their love for Jesus. But soon
they realised that Jesus is not lost. He is risen! These women are a model
for you and me in our faith life. Just as it happened to Mary and others, it
is our personal encounter with Christ that will gift us with the faith in the
Risen Lord.
As we celebrate Easter joy, let us present ourselves as the face of Christ to
the world. Jesus conquered death through his glorious resurrection. Let
us, as the Body of Christ, help our brothers and sisters out of various kinds
of darkness and death they experience especially in this corona virus time.
Someone wrote out a little litany for our reflections today. To whatever part
of you is dead, today the risen Jesus says, “Rise and live.” To whatever
part of you is in despair or depressed or sad or ill, today the risen Jesus
says, “Rise and take on hope.” And finally To whatever part of you is stuck
in doubt or worry or anxiety or loneliness or grief or sorrow, today, the
risen Jesus says, “Rise and from now on, live in the new life of resurrection
and receive my Easter gift of peace and joy.”
Yes, let us enter into a new beginnings: “I shut the door of yesterday, and
threw the key away. Tomorrow holds no fear for me, For Christ is risen
today. In this spirit of “new
beginnings,” we forgive all those
who have hurt us in any way. In the
Risen Jesus, we find our pardon,
our purpose, our power, and our
peace.
Happy Easter!

Fr. Johny Arattukulam OCD

First Reading

Acts 10:34. 37-43

Second Reading

Col 3:1-4

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles
We have eaten and drunk with him after his resurrection from the dead.
Peter addressed Cornelius and his household: ‘You must have heard about the
recent happenings in Judaea; about Jesus of Nazareth and how he began in
Galilee, after John had been preaching baptism. God had anointed him with
the Holy Spirit and with power, and because God was with him, Jesus went
about doing good and curing all who had fallen into the power of the devil.
Now I, and those with me, can witness to everything he did throughout the
countryside of Judaea and in Jerusalem itself: and also to the fact that they
killed him by hanging him on a tree, yet three days afterwards God raised him
to life and allowed him to be seen, not by the whole people but only by
certain witnesses God had chosen beforehand. Now we are those witnesses –
we have eaten and drunk with him after his resurrection from the dead – and
he has ordered us to proclaim this to his people and to tell them that God has
appointed him to judge everyone, alive or dead. It is to him that all the
prophets bear this witness: that all who believe in Jesus will have their sins
forgiven through his name.’

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Colossians
Look for the things that are in heaven, where Christ is.
Since you have been brought back to true life with Christ, you must look for
the things that are in heaven, where Christ is, sitting at God’s right hand. Let
your thoughts be on heavenly things, not on the things that are on the earth,
because you have died, and now the life you have is hidden with Christ in
God. But when Christ is revealed – and he is your life – you too will be
revealed in all your glory with him.

Even though you cannot attend Church at this time you can be part of parish life:
➢

➢

Each day our priests will be celebrating Mass in private at 7:30am and
5:00pm. You can participate by setting aside this time for daily prayer in
your own home and joining with the priest spiritually. During this time you
could read through the Mass, the daily readings, reflect on them and spend
time with God in silent prayer.
Continue to contribute to planned giving and the work of the parish by
donation. Our parish not only provides for all in our parish but also assists
smaller localities within the diocese. Our second collection including the
planned giving envelopes goes toward servicing the debt which we still have
for the parish centre building. We also need to support our priests and
continue the running of the parish.
Direct Debit is a convenient and safe way to make your offering
to the church. If you would like to join our Direct Debit scheme
please contact the parish office by phone or email and this can be
easily arranged. You can select the amount and the frequency of
the payment (weekly, monthly etc). Your direct debit request can
be cancelled at any time.
Planned Giving Scheme and Regular Church Offering
(by electronic deposit)
For those who would like to continue to contribute you can make electronic
deposits to the parish bank account using the following details:
Mandurah Parish Cheque Account
BSB 086 006
Account Number 848522519

In the reference line please put your envelope number
and surname or just surname if you do not have an envelope number.
Example: 345 SMITH or SMITH

All online donations will be recorded as Second Collection.

Unable to do online banking transaction?
You can put your offering aside at home and contribute it as a lump
sum when we return to regular services.
Continued on next page..

➢

➢

➢

Communicate with fellow parishioners by phone or email. Making contact
especially with those who do not have access to email will let them know
they are part of our parish family.
Register your details for the sending out of information via email. Our parish
bulletin is sent out each week to those who have let the Parish Office know
they are connected via email. It is also available on the Parish website.
Keep Informed of things related to the parish and the Catholic faith by
accessing the Parish website, the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference,
Cathnews and the Diocese of Bunbury.

If you would like to watch the Easter Sunday Mass
by Fr Johny, Fr Theo and Fr Anson,
please join us on Facebook and YouTube.
The links will appear on our parish website-

www.olaparishmh.org.au
Click on the header ‘Online Mass’.
The link will be available from
6pm Saturday, 11 April
and will remain active for viewing anytime.
Please advise the Parish Office if any of the following applies to
you
•
You have recently moved or changed address;
•
You have changed phone numbers or email address;
•
You wish to inquire, begin or cease planned giving.
We appreciate your response. Please email us at
catholicparish@westnet.com.au or call us at 9581 2061.

Kindly share this information to other parishioners who you think are not subscribed to
our bulletin online. Parishioners can register by email or phone to sign-up for our online
weekly bulletin.

Wishing all families and friends a
safe, happy and blessed Easter season.
Thank you for your love and continued
support to our Church and parish
community. Please keep well, stay at
home and if needed to go out,
observe social distancing.
May the Risen Jesus Christ fill your
heart and home with peace, hope,
joy and love.

go to:
www.bunburyparish.org
or www.bunburycatholic.org.au
or
Easter Vigil Mass – Saturday 11th April at 7pm

Direct Link https://youtu.be/-Zpc4hNmb4c
Easter Sunday Mass – Sunday 12th April at 9am

Direct Link https://youtu.be/yTxBnGKKEzU

Fr Johny & Fr Theo
celebrating Palm Sunday Mass
(online Mass)

Our Church for Easter Sunday
online Mass

Happy Easter from all at Caritas Australia!
Thank you for supporting us this year as we demonstrate how love and compassion
for our global community can transform lives. You will be helping to empower the
world’s most vulnerable communities to grow stronger and share their strengths with
their communities to lift themselves out of poverty.
www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion #projectcompassion 1800 024 413

Please keep your boxes and envelopes at home
and bring them when Mass resumes.

KINDERGARTEN ENROLMENT 2021
Assumption is currently accepting enrolments for Kindergarten 2021.
Eligible children would have been born between July 1, 2016 and June
30, 2017. Siblings of current students are required to complete an
enrolment form.
Enrolments close on the 31 May 2020. Application forms are available
from Administration or please contact 9583 8500. Alternatively visit us
on www.assumption.wa.edu.au for an application form.
PRE - KINDERGARTEN ENROLMENT – 2020
Assumption is currently accepting enrolments for Pre- Kindergarten
2020/2021. Students must have turned 3 to be eligible to attend. Students are accepted
throughout the year. Pre-Kindergarten times are 9.00am to 2.50pm. Application forms
are available from Administration or please contact 9583 8500. Alternatively visit us on
www.assumption.wa.edu.au for an application form.

Mandurah Catholic College newly appointed Junior Councillors Oliver Neucom and

Emalea Bassett-Scarfe were honoured with a visit from City of Mandurah Mayor Rhys
Williams. Mayor Williams gave generously of his time last week to connect with Oliver
and Emalea, in order to prepare them for this unique and important experience, and how to
make the most of it.
Junior Council was created to give young
people a voice in the community and
provide an insight into how local
government works. The members develop
important skills including debating, speech
writing, teamwork and community decision
-making during their 12-month tenures.
MCC wishes Oliver and Emalea all the
best for this wonderful learning
opportunity.
(Posted in College Community,Primary on Wednesday, 18
March, 2020 Mandurah Catholic College)

Mass and Adoration times suspended.
Following the directive of our Government,
all Masses, prayers, devotions and Adoration in our
Church have been suspended until further notice.
There will be no Baptisms.
Reconciliation can be offered by special appointment.
For Weddings and Funerals, please contact the Parish
Office by phone or email or contact our Priests.

The Silence
of the Tomb
Holy Saturday
Today, there is a great silence. The Saviour
has died. He rests in the tomb.
Many hearts were filled with uncontrollable grief and confusion. Was He really gone? Had all
their hopes been shattered? These and many other thoughts of despair filled the minds and
hearts of so many who loved and followed Jesus.
It is on this day that we honour the fact that Jesus was still preaching. He descended to the land
of the dead, to all the holy souls who had gone before Him to bring them His gift of salvation. He
brought His gift of mercy and redemption to Moses, Abraham, the prophets and so many
others. This was a day of great joy for them. But a day of great sorrow and confusion for those
who watched their Messiah die on the Cross.
It’s helpful to ponder this apparent contradiction. Jesus was accomplishing His act of
redemption, the greatest act of love ever known, and so many were in complete confusion and
despair. It shows that God’s ways are so far above our own ways. What appeared to be a great
loss was actually the most glorious triumph ever known.
So it is with our lives. Holy Saturday should be a reminder to us that even those things which
seem to be the worst of tragedies are not always what they seem. God the Son was obviously
doing great things as He laid in the tomb. He was accomplishing His mission of redemption. He
was changing lives and pouring forth grace and mercy.
The message of Holy Saturday is clear. It’s a message of hope. Not hope in a worldly sense,
rather, it’s the message of divine hope. Hope and trust in God’s perfect plan. Hope in the fact
that God always has a greater purpose. Hope in the fact that God uses suffering and, in this case,
death as a powerful instrument of salvation.
Spend time in silence today. Try to enter into the reality of Holy Saturday. Let divine hope grow
within you knowing that Easter is soon to come.
Lord, I thank You for the gift of Your suffering and death.
Thank You for this day of silence as we await Your Resurrection.
May I also await Your triumph in my life.
When I struggle with despair, dear Lord, help me to be reminded of this day.
The day when all appeared as loss.
Help me to see my struggles through the lens of Holy Saturday, remembering that You are faithful
in all things and that the Resurrection is always assured to those who put their trust in You.
Jesus, I trust in You.

Pope Francis’ Prayer to Mary during the coronavirus pandemic
O Mary,
you always shine on our path as a sign of salvation and of hope.
We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick,
who at the cross took part in Jesus’ pain, keeping your faith firm.
You, Salvation of the Roman People, know what we need, and we are sure you
will provide
so that, as in Cana of Galilee, we may return to joy and to feasting after this time
of trial.
Help us, Mother of Divine Love,
to conform to the will of the Father and to do as we are told by Jesus,
who has taken upon himself our sufferings and carried our sorrows to lead us,
through the cross, to the joy of the resurrection.
Amen.
An Act of Spiritual Communion
This is a simple and loving act of Spiritual Communion we are called to make in
these times, while we are unable to attend Mass and receive the Eucharist:

With Jesus in the Desert:
A retreat for a time of isolation
By Pray.com.au Editor
29 Mar 2020

This retreat has been prepared by the staff of Jesuit Communications for the use of people
who have to isolate themselves for 14 days during the Coronavirus crisis. Of course, other
people who may find it helpful are also welcome to use it.
The retreat has suggestions for each of the fourteen days. It is meant to be a help – your
servant and not your master. You are free to follow it through or to pick out particular days.
A shorter retreat that keeps the basic pattern could involve days 1, 2, 5, 10, 11, 12, 14.
The suggestions on how to pray the retreat invite you to imagine yourself in different
Gospel stories. This is a good way to pray, so worth trying out. But feel free to pray in your
any way that you are comfortable with.
Each day also includes a way of reviewing your day and how your heart has been moved
during it. This can be especially helpful if you are finding the time of isolation wearisome.
‘With Jesus in the Desert’ is an online retreat that has been developed for people who are in
social isolation during the coronavirus pandemic. It has been designed to run for 14 days,
but may be adapted and run as needed.
If you have someone to contact in any way during the retreat to speak about what is
happening in your retreat and your day, that could be very helpful.
Jesuit and Ignatian Spirituality Australia can put people in touch with experienced spiritual
directors for one-to-one spiritual direction using online platforms such as FaceTime, Skype
and Zoom. For enquiries, please contact (02) 9488 4597.

Day 1: With Jesus in the desert – What matters in the desert?
Day 2: With Jesus in the desert – How much does comfort matter?
Day 3: With Jesus in the desert – How much does being in control matter?
Day 4: With Jesus in the desert – How much does being needed matter?
Day 5: With Jesus in the Flight into Egypt
Day 6: With Jesus lost in the Temple
Day 7: With Jesus telling stories
Day 8: With Jesus curing the shut-out
Day 9: With Jesus the Good Samaritan
Day 10: With Jesus as he quietens the waves
Day 11: With Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane
Day 12: With Jesus at Golgotha
Day 13: With Jesus and Mary Magdalene
Day 14: With Jesus cooking for his disciples

A different kind of
Easter
Fr Andrew Hamilton SJ | 03 April 2020
The loss this year of those rituals and
traditions that mark Easter also bring to
light the original depths of the Easter story.
For many of us this year the celebration of Easter Sunday this year will feel more
like Lent or Passion Week. That will be the case for all our fellow Australians, too.
There will be no football, no concerts, no interstate or international travel, few
schools to have holidays from, no family gatherings. The atmosphere, too, will be
one of constraint, not freedom. Fear and anxiety about the future will stay close to
us. We are all captive to coronavirus.
These restrictions are hurtful, but they may also open us to the depths of the story
of the first Easter.
In the Gospel stories Easter Sunday dawns in a world remarkably like our own this
year. There is nothing to celebrate. Jesus’ world has been shut down; his disciples
are hiding away in locked rooms in fear that they will be the next to be arrested;
the only people in the streets apart from the police are a couple of Jesus’ friends,
mostly women. Their love, which has overcome their fear, draws them out to visit
his tomb.
Hope temporarily lost
As Easter Sunday dawns his followers have not only lost a friend and a leader. They
have also lost the hope that they placed in him, and the reason for following him.
They walked with him because they believed that God would act through him to
free his people. The crucifixion of Jesus had proved that belief to be absurd and
had taken away any grounds for hope. The leaders of his own people had disowned
him. The Roman authorities had done what they were expert at. They killed Jesus
slowly outside the city, leaving him nailed naked and writhing to a timber pole,
stripping away his humanity and any hope that he would bring freedom. For his
disciples Easter Sunday dawned in a desert.
The Gospel stories at Easter time are not just about celebration. They describe in
different ways the disciples’ transition from despair at the death of a friend and of
their own hopes to joy and the realisation that God has freed them though his
death. Disciples cowering behind locked doors find Jesus present with them.
Disciples leaving Jerusalem in grief find that he has been walking with them. Mary
Magdalene goes to the tomb in grief to anoint his corpse finds him waiting for her
unrecognised outside the tomb. These stories all point to God’s presence and
victory in what seemed to be a crushing and final defeat.
God’s love is with us
In a stirring passage, Paul begins with the words ‘Nothing can separate us from the love of God’.
He goes on to list the human catastrophes that might be expected to do so. He was confident
because he believed so strongly that God had raised Jesus from the dead.
Today he might add to his list all the experiences of coronavirus – the sickness, death, isolation,

God’s love is with us
In a stirring passage, Paul begins with the words ‘Nothing can separate us from the
love of God’. He goes on to list the human catastrophes that might be expected to
do so. He was confident because he believed so strongly that God had raised Jesus
from the dead.
Today he might add to his list all the experiences of coronavirus – the sickness,
death, isolation, impoverishment and loneliness that it has brought with it. For him
the raising of Jesus meant that beyond these things lay a hope and love stronger
than death.
This year, as we contemplate all the things that could separate us from hope, Easter invites all of us to ask what matters to us deeply enough to sustain us in the face
of loss and death. It invites us, too, to ask for a deeper faith and hope.
Today he might add to his list all the experiences of coronavirus – the sickness,
death, isolation, impoverishment and loneliness that it has brought with it. For him
the raising of Jesus meant that beyond these things lay a hope and love stronger
than death.
This year, as we contemplate all the things that could separate us from hope, Easter invites all of us to ask what matters to us deeply enough to sustain us in the face
of loss and death. It invites us, too, to ask for a deeper faith and hope.

Reflections and Prayers
Stations of the Cross
https://www.catholic.org/prayers/station.php
Easter Prayers
https://www.catholic.org/prayers/prayer.php?s=15
https://mycatholic.life/catholic-prayers/triduum-and-easter-prayers/#easterseason
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