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Fourth Sunday of Easter
2nd & 3rd May 2020

Good Shepherd Sunday
World Day of Prayer for Vocations
May 3, 2020
THE GOODNESS OF THE PRIESTHOOD
"Beloved: If you are patient when you suffer for doing what is
good, this is a grace before God. For to this you have been called,
because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example that
you should follow in his footsteps." - 1 Pt 2:20-21

On 23rd March 2020, I received my appointment letter as Parish Priest
from our Bishop Gerard: “With this letter I appoint you Parish Priest of
Mandurah for six years entrusting all Catholics in the parish to your
pastoral care with the responsibilities of Parish Administrator in accordance
with Canon 540”. It was a two and half pages document stating the role
and responsibility of a good shepherd. I would like to highlight some of the
areas where Bishop wanted me to look into it and they are:
“In accordance with Canon 529, I ask you to lead in love those entrusted to
your pastoral care by visiting their homes, sharing their cares and anxieties
and comforting them in times of sorrow, helping the sick, showing spiritual
love to the dying, seeking out the poor, the suffering, the lonely, refugees
and those burdened by special difficulties, supporting those who are
married and families.”
The above paragraph speaks a lot about the duty of a good shepherd and
pastor. The primary plan of God is to take care of his flock through human
beings whom He places over it as shepherds. However, experience shows
that oftentimes the shepherds have failed in feeding, protecting and caring
for the flock.
Our world, our countries, churches, and families have stories to tell about
the failure of parents, administrators, pastors, political leaders and civil
servants. The situation is not very far from the crowd which Jesus saw as
sheep without a shepherd. The good news is that human failure does not
frustrate God’s plan for his people. God wants to take over the shepherding
of his people. This is even better because those who have the Lord as their
shepherd lack nothing.
As we contemplate Jesus, the Good Shepherd this Sunday, we call to mind
everyone over whom we exercise authority -- children, elderly parents, our
co-workers and colleagues, people who ask us for help throughout the
week, people who depend on us for material and spiritual needs. Whatever
title we bear, the rod and staff we carry must be symbols not of oppression
but of dedication, compassion and love. Pray for your Pastors!

Fr. Johny Arattukulam, O.C.D.

Today is the World Day of Vocations. 3 May (Fourth Sunday of Easter)

Every vocation is born of that gaze of love with which the Lord
came to meet us, perhaps even at a time when out boat was being
battered by the storm. We will succeed in discovering and embracing
our vocation once we open our hearts in gratitude and perceive the
passage of God in our lives. (Message for World Day of Prayer for
Vocations, 2020)
Let us pray for the young people in our community, and in our families and
circle of friends. May our prayers and presence reflect the gaze of love from the
Lord to help them discover their vocation.
Pope Francis – Message for 2020 World Day of Vocations
‘Take heart, do not be afraid! Jesus is at our side, and if we

acknowledge him as the one Lord of our lives, he will stretch out his
hand, take hold of us, and save us.’
‘The Lord knows that a fundamental life choice - like marriage or
special consecration to his service - calls for courage. He knows the
questions, doubts and difficulties that toss the boat of our heart, and so
he reassures us: “Take heart, it is I; have no fear”.
‘Dear friends, on this day in particular, but also in the ordinary
pastoral life of our communities, I ask the Church to continue to
promote vocations.’
What can I do?
Each one of us can do something for the future of the Church in our nation. We
all want and need more vocations to the priesthood and consecrated life. What
can I do? The most important and essential thing that each of us can do is to
pray. Intentionally, regularly, insistently. Make a decision today to include a
prayer for vocations in your daily prayers.
On Line ideas
At this time when we are communicating with people on line much of the time,
it is an opportunity to enter into the world of young people, and engage with
them in a new way. The Masses that are being streamed may be one of the few
times that they may engage with the Church; the posts on social media; the new
and innovate ways of pastoral ministry – these are all opportunities to spread the
message of vocation in a new way.

To all of our Parishioners
An Urgent Plea for Assistance
Many thanks to parishioners who have managed to make contributions to our
church, it is greatly appreciated.
The purpose of this note is to bring everyone up to date on how our Parish is
coping financially with this pandemic, COVID -19.
Since our last weekend Mass held in late March, the funds that have been
donated as “planned giving” commitments or in place of usual Mass collections
are approximately 12% of the normal for these past four weeks.
In addition to our Parish shortfall, there has been the assistance given to our
commercial tenants with very large rent reductions. This has been necessary for
them to continue as tenants, even though their doors are closed for business (as
in the case of Vinnies). This equates to a 75% reduction, and will continue until
Covid-19 restrictions are lifted.
In order to keep our Parish functioning in these unusual and difficult
circumstances, we urgently request that you continue with your donations.
Our weekly bulletin gives our Parish bank details. Parishioners with on-line
banking are encouraged to use this facility. For people without internet banking,
you are able to deposit your contribution at any bank and quote our Parish bank
account details.
For people unable to bank funds into the Parish account….PLEASE continue
to put aside your weekly Mass funds so that when Masses do re-commence all
these funds will assist us in repaying the bank overdraft which will be incurred
in keeping our Parish afloat.
We are in a position that no one could have ever foreseen and ALL must help to
keep our Parish afloat.
We really do need your help.
God bless
Wayne Wright
Deputy Chair
Parish Finance Committee

Following the directive of our Government in relation to
Covid-19, all Masses, prayers, devotions and Adoration
in our Church have been suspended until further notice.
Online Mass: The link for the online Mass will be
announced in our weekly bulletin
Parish Website: Our website is updated regularly to include parish
announcements. You can also access our weekly bulletin under ‘News & Events’.
Email & Bulletin: Register your details for the sending out of information via
email. Our parish bulletin is sent out each week to those who have let the Parish
Office know they are connected via email. It is also available on the Parish
website.
Prayer: Each day our priests will be celebrating Mass in private at 7:30am and
5:00pm. You can participate by setting aside this time for daily prayer in your
own home and joining with the priest spiritually. During this time you could
read through the Mass, the daily readings, reflect on them and spend time with
God in silent prayer.

Planned giving and Regular Church Offering: Our Church needs your help
in supporting our Priests and meeting its financial obligations and operational
costs.
Regular Church Offering and Planned Giving Scheme
(by electronic deposit)
For those who would like to continue to contribute you can make electronic
deposits to the parish bank account using the following details:
Account Name: Mandurah Parish Cheque Account
BSB 086 006
Account Number 848522519
In the reference line please put your envelope number
and surname or just surname if you do not have an envelope number.
Example: 345 SMITH or SMITH

Unable to do online banking transaction? You can put your offering
aside at home and contribute it as a lump sum when we return to regular
services.

Mass Intention: Special intentions will be offered during the Priest’s private
Mass. You can drop your Mass intention envelopes either in the Presbytery’s or
Parish Office’s letterbox. In your envelope, please write: the Intention, Name of
the Person, Date of the Mass.
Pre-Baptism Night and Baptism: Orientation or Pre-Baptism nights and
Baptisms are postponed until further notice.
The Sacrament of Penance and Reconciliation: This Sacrament will not be
available inside churches or other buildings until further notice – either the First,
Second or Third forms. Parishioners should make sincere examinations of their
consciences and pray an Act of Contrition from their hearts. If individuals feel still
that they need to go to confession for reasons other than personal devotion, Priests
should agree if requested only if the conditions for hygiene can be strictly
followed outside a church or other building. Under no circumstances should
Confessions outside buildings be advertised: they should be ad hoc and only upon
specific request. All Catholics are dispensed of their annual duty in relation to
this Sacrament.(excerpt from Bishop Holohan’s letter 24/03/2020)
Weddings, Anointing of the Sick and Funerals: Please contact the parish office
by phone or email or contact any of our Priests.

Our Lady’s assumptiOn CathOLiC ChurCh
If you would like to watch the Sunday Mass
by Fr Anson Antony Akkappilly OCD and Deacon
Michael Phillips please join us on Facebook and
YouTube.
The links will appear on our parish websitewww.olaparishmh.org.au
(click on this link or copy and paste it on your search bar)

Click on the header ‘Online Mass’.
The link will be available from 6pm Saturday, 2 May
and will remain active for viewing anytime.

We now have Alpha - The couch edition!
Ever wondered if there’s more to life than this?
Alpha Online is a great opportunity to ask questions and meet new people.
All you need is a phone or a laptop and wifi.
We’d love to include you in our next Alpha Online, which begins on:
14 May, Thursday evenings at 7.00 pm – 8.15 pm.
To join, contact us at alphamand2018@gmail.com.
We will send you a Zoom invite.

Deacon Michael Phillips & Fr Johny Arattukulam celebrating last weekend’s Mass
and commemorating the ANZAC Day.

“Flowers
appear on the
earth; the
season of
singing has
come, the
cooing of
doves is
heard in our
land.” –Song
of Songs 2:12

Within the cycle of a year, the Church unfolds the whole of the mystery of Christ,
from his incarnation and birth until his ascension, the day of Pentecost, and the
expectation of blessed hope and of the Lord’s return…

In celebrating this annual cycle of Christ’s mysteries, the Church honours with
special love Mary, the Mother of God, who is joined by an inseparable bond to the
saving work of her Son. In her the Church holds up and admires the most excellent
effect of the redemption and joyfully contemplates, as in a flawless image, that which
the Church itself desires and hopes wholly to be.

Ordo 2020 SC 102,103

our Parish celebrations in May.

Note: All parish celebrations are suspended until further notice.
The Queen of May
is usually held on the 2nd
Sunday of May

Note: All photos on this page were taken in May last year.

The Gloria in excelsis (Glory to God in the highest) is said.

First Reading

Acts 2:14. 36-41

Responsorial Psalm

Ps 22:1-6. R. v.1

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles
God has made Jesus both Lord and Christ.
On the day of Pentecost Peter stood up with the Eleven and addressed the crowd with
a loud voice: ‘The whole House of Israel can be certain that God has made this Jesus
whom you crucified both Lord and Christ.’
Hearing this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the apostles, ‘What must
we do, brothers?’ ‘You must repent,’ Peter answered ‘and every one of you must be
baptised in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. The promise that was made is for you and your
children, and for all those who are far away, for all those whom the Lord our God
will call to himself.’ He spoke to them for a long time using many arguments, and he
urged them, ‘Save yourselves from this perverse generation.’ They were convinced
by his arguments, and they accepted what he said and were baptised. That very day
about three thousand were added to their number.

The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.
or
Alleluia.
1. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.
Fresh and green are the pastures where he gives me repose.
Near restful waters he leads me,to revive my drooping spirit. (R.)
2. He guides me along the right path; he is true to his name.
If I should walk in the valley of darkness no evil would I fear.
You are there with your crook and your staff; with these you give me comfort. (R.)
3. You have prepared a banquet for me in the sight of my foes.
My head you have anointed with oil; my cup is overflowing. (R.)
4. Surely goodness and kindness shall follow me all the days of my life.
In the Lord’s own house shall I dwell for ever and ever. (R.)

Second Reading

1 Pt 2:20-25

Gospel Acclamation

Jn 10:14

Gospel

Jn 10:1-10

A reading from the first letter of St Peter
You had gone astray but now you have come back to the shepherd and guardian of
your souls.
The merit, in the sight of God, is in bearing punishment patiently when you are
punished after doing your duty.
This, in fact, is what you were called to do, because Christ suffered for you and left
an example for you to follow the way he took. He had not done anything wrong,
and there had been no perjury in his mouth. He was insulted and did not retaliate
with insults; when he was tortured he made no threats but he put his trust in the
righteous judge. He was bearing our faults in his own body on the cross, so that we
might die to our faults and live for holiness; through his wounds you have been
healed. You had gone astray like sheep but now you have come back to the
shepherd and guardian of your souls.
Alleluia, alleluia!
I am the good shepherd, says the Lord;
I know my sheep, and mine know me. Alleluia!

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John
I am the gate of the sheepfold.
Jesus said: ‘I tell you most solemnly, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold
through the gate, but gets in some other way is a thief and a brigand. The one who
enters through the gate is the shepherd of the flock; the gatekeeper lets him in, the
sheep hear his voice, one by one he calls his own sheep and leads them out. When
he has brought out his flock, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow because
they know his voice. They never follow a stranger but run away from him: they do
not recognise the voice of strangers.’
Jesus told them this parable but they failed to understand what he meant by telling
it to them. So Jesus spoke to them again:
‘I tell you most solemnly, I am the gate of the sheepfold.
All others who have come are thieves and brigands;
but the sheep took no notice of them.
I am the gate. Anyone who enters through me will be safe:
he will go freely in and out and be sure of finding pasture.
The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy.
I have come so that they may have life and have it to the full.’
The Creed is said.

Communion Antiphon

The Good Shepherd has risen,
who laid down his life for his sheep
and willingly died for his flock, alleluia.

Christ the Good Shepherd of Us All
“But whoever enters through the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. The gatekeeper
opens it for him, and the sheep hear his voice, as the shepherd calls his own sheep
by name and leads them out. ” John 10:2-4

Four things happen in this story:

First, the gatekeeper opens the gate for the shepherd.
Second, the shepherd calls his own sheep by name.
Third, the sheep hear his voice.
Fourth, the shepherd leads the sheep through the gate.

Who is the “gatekeeper?” Saint Augustine says that one answer to this is that the
gatekeeper is the Holy Spirit. The role of the Holy Spirit is to open our minds to the
truth, to a deeper understanding of Scripture, and therefore, to a deeper
understanding of Christ Himself. Therefore, the Holy Spirit will open your mind
and your heart to know and love Christ as your shepherd, if you let Him.
Once this happens, Jesus, the Good Shepherd, will speak your name,
personally. Not audibly, but through the gift of faith. You are not only one of many
sheep; rather, you are His dear one whom He knows and loves on an intimate and
personal level. Therefore, this passage calls us to an intimate and personal
relationship with Christ the Good Shepherd.
Knowing we are personally and intimately loved by Christ, that we are called by
name, invites and encourages us to listen. Do you listen? And if you listen, do you
hear? “Hearing” Christ speak to us in this personal and intimate way should
motivate us to action.

What action? To be led. Normally a shepherd walks behind the sheep and they run
on ahead. But in this story, Jesus, the Good Shepherd, Who calls you by name, leads
you “through the gate.” Jesus Himself is the Gate. We are called to become one with
Him and, through Him, to enter into the bosom of the Father in Heaven. Through
Him we enter into new life itself, life of union with Him Who is our Shepherd.

Reflect, today, upon this fourfold journey to which you are called. Pray to the

Holy Spirit that your mind and heart will be opened to know and love Christ. Then
prayerfully listen for Christ to speak to you. Hear Him, respond to Him and allow
Him to draw you into His open heart of perfect love.
Ref: https://mycatholic.life/books/catholic-daily-reflections-series/lent-and-easter-reflections/11fourth-week-of-easter/

Prayers written by Pope Francis
(to be offered at the conclusion of the Rosary
by households and individuals each day during May)

First Prayer
O Mary,
You shine continuously on our journey
as a sign of salvation and hope.
We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick,
who, at the foot of the cross,
were united with Jesus’ suffering,
and persevered in your faith.
“Protectress of the Roman people”,
you know our needs,
and we know that you will provide,
so that, as at Cana in Galilee,
joy and celebration may return
after this time of trial.
Help us, Mother of Divine Love,
to conform ourselves to the will of the Father
and to do what Jesus tells us.
For he took upon himself our suffering,
and burdened himself with our sorrows
to bring us, through the cross,
to the joy of the Resurrection.
Amen.

We fly to your protection,
O Holy Mother of God;
Do not despise our petitions
in our necessities,
but deliver us always
from every danger,
O Glorious and Blessed Virgin
Illustratoion: Mosaic, Mother of the Church, overlooking St Peter’s Square, Vatican
City

Second Prayer
“We fly to your protection, O Holy Mother of God”.
In the present tragic situation, when the whole world is
prey to suffering and anxiety, we fly to you, Mother of God
and our Mother, and seek refuge under your protection.
Virgin Mary, turn your merciful eyes towards us amid this
coronavirus pandemic. Comfort those who are distraught and mourn their loved
ones who have died, and at times are buried in a way that grieves them deeply. Be
close to those who are concerned for their loved ones who are sick and who, in
order to prevent the spread of the disease, cannot be close to them. Fill with hope
those who are troubled by the uncertainty of the future and the consequences for
the economy and employment.
Mother of God and our Mother, pray for us to God, the Father of mercies, that this
great suffering may end and that hope and peace may dawn anew. Plead with your
divine Son, as you did at Cana, so that the families of the sick and the victims be
comforted, and their hearts be opened to confidence and trust.
Protect those doctors, nurses, health workers and volunteers who are on the
frontline of this emergency, and are risking their lives to save others. Support their
heroic effort and grant them strength, generosity and continued health.
Be close to those who assist the sick night and day, and to priests who, in their
pastoral concern and fidelity to the Gospel, are trying to help and support everyone.
Blessed Virgin, illumine the minds of men and women engaged in scientific
research, that they may find effective solutions to overcome this virus.
Support national leaders, that with wisdom, solicitude and generosity they may
come to the aid of those lacking the basic necessities of life and may devise social
and economic solutions inspired by farsightedness and solidarity.
Mary Most Holy, stir our consciences, so that the enormous funds invested in
developing and stockpiling arms will instead be spent on promoting effective
research on how to prevent similar tragedies from occurring in the future.
Beloved Mother, help us realize that we are all members of one great family and to
recognize the bond that unites us, so that, in a spirit of fraternity and solidarity, we
can help to alleviate countless situations of poverty and need. Make us strong in
faith, persevering in service, constant in prayer.
Mary, Consolation of the afflicted, embrace all your children in distress and pray
that God will stretch out his all-powerful hand and free us from this terrible
pandemic, so that life can serenely resume its normal course.
To you, who shine on our journey as a sign of salvation and hope, do we entrust
ourselves, O Clement, O Loving, O Sweet Virgin Mary. Amen.
Mosaic, Church of the Holy Sepulchre, Jerusalem

A Prayer Amid an Epidemic
Kerry Weber
Jesus Christ, you travelled through towns and villages
curing disease and illness.
At your command, the sick were made well.
Come to our aid now, in the midst of the global spread
of the coronavirus,
that we may experience your healing love.
Heal those who are sick with the virus.
May they regain their strength and health through quality medical care.
Heal us from our fear, which prevents nations from working together
and neighbours from helping one another.
Heal us from our pride, which can make us claim invulnerability to a disease
that knows no borders.
Jesus Christ, healer of all, stay by our side in this time of uncertainty and sorrow.
Be with those who have died from the virus.
May they be at rest with you in your eternal peace.
Be with the families of those who are sick or have died.
As they worry and grieve, defend them from illness and despair.
May they know your peace.
Be with the doctors, nurses, researchers and all medical professionals
who seek to heal and help those affected and who put themselves at risk in the
process. May they know your protection and peace.
Be with the leaders of all nations.
Give them the foresight to act with charity and true concern for the well-being
of the people they are meant to serve.
Give them the wisdom to invest in long-term solutions that will help prepare for
or prevent future outbreaks.
May they know your peace, as they work together to achieve it on earth.
Whether we are home or abroad, surrounded by many people suffering from this
illness
or only a few, stay with us as we endure and mourn, persist and prepare. In place
of our anxiety, give us your peace.
Jesus Christ, heal us.

Amen.

Please keep in your prayers all students and their families, teachers,
school leaders and staff during these unprecedented times.
We pray for blessing and protection for all of them.
Frank O’Driscoll, Alysha Carboni, John Gilbertson, Joan Orchard, Joan McKay,
George Tacey, Jenny Stokic, Sue Short, Sheila Pearce, Joanne Ford, Leah
Hardie, Lil Eves, Lesley Mertens, Sean Mahoney, Jodie Donnelly, Mikayla
Wilton, Peter Young, Roy & Jan Payne, Grace Moore, Aldine Wheldon, Daryl
Winters, Merle Johnson, Trish Mulcahy, Oliver, Norma Hales, David
Naughton, Dulcie Kent, Anita Doran, Herbert Lenard, Taylor Green, Margaret
McGuiness, Les Pearson, Beryl Fitzgerald, Louisa & Luigi Bove, Anne-Marie Fliegener, Bill
Kociaruba, Sergio Fiore, Johnson Joseph, Fiona Davies-McConchie, Les Burns, Sophie, Margaret
Worthington, Tessie Plamonte, Cristina King, Irene Pini, Kate Whooley, Fr Chris Warnock, Joshua
Chernoff, Ron Nichols, Barbara Padua, Marie Aide, Raeleen Sutton, Jessica Amphlett, Raegis
Farrell, Barbara, Philip Giuffre, Liz Evans, Boy Flores, Bill Copple, Dorothy Oliver, Chris Morris, Alan
Edwards, Joseph Godridge, Christian Vimpany, Kylie Godridge, Mark Bussanich, Amber, Elsie
Medina, Markus Ruescher, Angie Mae, Greg Lewis, Joan Marshall, Leo Manser, Kevin Scanlon,
Bohumil Verzich, Eunice Hope, Mia Hoppee, Greg Carter, Nick Marshall, Michelle Stafford, Debra
Keena, Joy Brokenshire, Jenny S., Brendan Davidson. Please advise the office if any
of the above names need to be removed.

STAY CONNECTED

Do you have an email? Please let us know so we can keep in touch by sending
you the bulletin and share online resources.
If you don’t have an email, maybe a family
member or a friend can supply an email address,
then they could receive and print out the bulletin
and place it in your letterbox.
Also, please advise the Parish Office if you:
• recently moved or changed address;
• changed phone numbers or email address;
• need to inquire about online offering,
• wish to begin, alter or cease planned giving.
• sign up for weekly bulletin (online)
Please email: catholicparish@westnet.com.au or call: 9581 2061
Fr Johny Arattukulam - Parish Priest
Fr Albin Odippattil—Assistant Parish Priest
Fr Anson Akkappilly—Assistant Parish Priest
Michael Phillips - Deacon
Ernie Carey– Retired Deacon
Vivien de Winter/Alison Caingcoy—Office Staff

Parish Office– 8 Stevenson St, Mandurah WA 6210
Ph-9581 2061/9581 3261
Presbytery– 6 Stevenson St, Mandurah
Church– Creery St., Mandurah WA 6210
Emails-Admin & Bulletin:
catholicparish@westnet.com.au
Accounts: viv.catholicparish@westnet.com.au
Website: www.olaparishmh.org.au
Office Hours: 8am-12.30pm, 1pm-4pm Mon-Fri

