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The Ascension of the Lord
23rd & 24th May 2020

Risen Lord and 40 days
One of the most significant periods of the church calendar is the 40 days after
Jesus rose from the dead. He walked and talked in places where His ministry
had been; He was seen in His restored body by thousands; He healed many; He
continued to preach, He continued to love. And then He ascended to Heaven,
taken up in the sky, which also was witnessed by others. For forty days Jesus
showed the world that He lived again.
The number 40 appears 146 times in the Bible, a number of God's significance.
We think of Noah and 40 days of flood, embalming of Jacob’s body by the
physicians of Egypt (Gen 50:2-3), of the years in the wilderness, of the days Moses
was on the Mount, Challenge of Goliath to the Israelites for 40 days (I Sam 17:16),
of Jonah and Nineveh, and in Jesus' case, the number of days He was in the
desert and tempted by the devil… and the number of days between the
Resurrection and the Ascension. Usually this number signifies testing, trials,
probation, or a provision of prosperity.
Risen Lord and 55 days
On March 23rd we had offered our last mass in the parish church and on 18th
May we resumed the spiritual services in the church. Our 55 shut down days are
partially over by coming back to the church for the week day masses. We had a
good response of the parishioners and let me appreciate and thank everyone who
are participating the masses and other spiritual exercises by safe guarding the
rules of Government. I thank in a special way Mrs. Elma Coverley, our Safe
guarding officer, for committing her duties so beautifully this week. Let us
continue to visit our church and pray for the healing of the world.
New Chairperson of PPC
We have a new chairperson for the PPC and his name is Mr. Brendon Chestnut.
He was the vice chairperson of PPC during the last two years. We congratulate
and invoke God’s blessings upon him and his team in the coming years.
I take this occasion to thank our former chairperson of PPC, Mrs. Genevieve
Constantine, who resigned from the office due to her personal commitments.
She was an extraordinary and committed person of our PPC and it is going to
be a big loss for the parish and PPC. However, she will remain as a member of
the Social Committee to support our Parish functions in the future. May the
Lord reward her generosity!
Australian Bishops’ letter
We have included in this bulletin a letter of the Bishops in Australia which was
addressed to all of us. Kindly go through it and get their message. Happy feast
of Ascension!

- Fr. Johny Arattukulam, OCD

Daily Weekday Masses
Our Lady’s Assumption parish church will hold weekday
Masses only. There will be no return to weekend Masses
until the restrictions on numbers are more favourable for a large parish.
Monday to Friday:
7.30 am
9.00am
5.00pm
Saturday:






7.30am

9.00am

NO 5pm Mass

Bookings must be made through the parish office to attend weekday
Mass. Please phone the Parish Office at 9581 2061 to make a booking
for the Mass you wish to attend. Please inform the office staff if you are
available to read at the Mass you are attending. Bookings done through
email will not be accepted.
The number of participants in the congregation must not be more
than of 20. This does not include the priests, acolytes, readers and 2
singers/musicians. There will be a person for head counting.
Church entrance – please enter through the car park side door. Please
do not try to enter the church once there are 20 people inside (door will
be closed). The others can wait either inside their car or be free to enter
the church once the regular mass is finished. There will be a Holy
communion distribution for such people.

Collections-There will be one collection at each Mass where you may
place your regular weekend contributions. This one collection is for first
collection and second collections, and you do not have to indicate which
collection you are contributing to. Planned Giving envelopes may be
placed in this collection. A collection box will be placed near to the altar
where you may place your contribution either before or after the Masses.
Sacrament of Penance and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
Priests will be available for the Sacrament of Reconciliation after each Mass.


Guardians are to be on duty from 9.30 am to 3.00 pm. The church will be
closed between 3.00pm and 4.30pm.

General guidelines to be observed



















Every one entering the church must complete the Attendance Book at
the entrance; including name, phone number and address or email
address, each time they attend.
Stay home if you’re sick.
Don’t make unnecessary physical contact with others. Avoid
physical greetings, such as handshakes, hugs and kisses.
No hymn books or prayer books to be used
Bulletins will be available – please take your copy home –
no sharing.
Holy Communion is received in the hands only.
The pews must be sanitized after each Mass and Guardian roster after
each hour. The priest will request 2 volunteers after each Mass.
Our Sunday online Mass will be continued, and it will be available in
the social media (YouTube or Facebook) from Saturday 6.00 pm
onwards.

Social Distancing-In all cases, the 4 square metre rules must continue
to be observed strictly. One person per four square metres must be
observed.
Rosary will start at 7:00am (Monday to Saturday).
Novena to Our Mother of Perpetual Help will be every Wednesday
after the 7:30 am Mass.

Parish Pastoral Council activities: PPC members and its Pastoral Care
team are making phone calls to our parishioners checking how they are
coping during this time of pandemic.
Pre-Baptism Night and Baptism: Orientation or Pre-Baptism nights and
Baptisms are postponed until further notice.
Weddings, Anointing of the Sick and Funerals: Please contact the parish
office by phone or email or contact any of our Priests.

If you would like to watch the Sunday Mass
by Fr Anson Akkappilly OCD and Deacon Michael
Phillips please join us on Facebook and YouTube.
The links will appear on our parish websitewww.olaparishmh.org.au
(click on this link or copy and paste it on your search bar)

Click on the header ‘Online Mass’.
The link will be available from 6pm Saturday, 23 May
and will remain active for viewing anytime.

STAY CONNECTED

Do you have an email? Please let us know so we can keep in touch by sending
you the bulletin and share online resources.
If you don’t have an email, maybe a family
member or a friend can supply an email address,
then they could receive and print out the bulletin
and place it in your letterbox.
Also, please contact the Parish Office if you:
• wish to talk to our Priest;
• recently moved or changed address;
• changed phone numbers or email address;
• need to inquire about online offering,
• wish to begin, alter or cease planned giving.
• wish to sign up for weekly bulletin (online)
Please email: catholicparish@westnet.com.au or call: 9581 2061

Our prayers and sympathy are with
Annette Van Dyk and family
on the death of their brother, Damian Russell.
Damian died on 13th May from cancer.
He was 53 yrs old, and leaves behind 2 children.
His funeral Mass was held on 20th May at St Kieran’s in Osborne Park.

Guardians

I would love to thank all our Church Guardians who were so willing to come back
to guarding our beautiful Church and spend time in adoration.
I believe some Guardians are not comfortable being in the church on their own. If
so please contact me and I will arrange to get more help. Guardians will be from
Monday to Friday, starting at 9:30am till 3pm.
Elma Coverley

Ministry of Evangelising
Matthew 28: 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptising
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Sitting in front of the Blessed Sacrament on Thursday of what was originally called
Ascension Thursday I am struck by the reality of how times change. As a Holy
Day of Obligation, we had a holiday in Christian countries. The holiday was
subsequently done away with and Masses were conducted at times to suite those at
home and workers alike. The Celebration of Our Lord’s Ascension into Heaven is
now observed on the Sunday before Pentecost. A clear indication of the church’s
ability to read the sign of the times. In a flash, for the preservation of life, the
church doors were closed, the Sunday observance obligation was dispensed of
because of the COVID19 pandemic. Another example of the church’s observation
of the sign of the times.
We are just now emerging from our introspective cocoons to a world filled with
endless possibilities for evangelising. The Parish Pastoral Council has embarked on
an exercise of reading a book called Unlocking Your Parish, Making Disciples,
Raising up Leaders with Alpha by Ron Huntley and Fr James Mallon.
Our Lord Jesus Christ needs you to be a leader in our Parish Evangelising Ministry
team where you will learn what it is to be a fruit bearing missionary disciple living
out the Great Commission.
Please contact the Parish Office 9581 2061 / Rosemary 0417 187 967
Seeking volunteers to help clean the
Church.
If able and willing to help, please contact
the parish office 9581 2061.

Our parish priest Fr Johny Arattukulam OCD celebrating last weekend’s Mass with
Deacon Michael Phillips.

From left:

Fr Johny,
Fr Anson and
Fr Theo after the
morning Mass on
20 May in
thanksgiving for
Fr Anson’s
birthday.

to Ted and Corrie Baars
on their 65th Wedding Anniversary.
Ted & Corrie received a blessing from
Fr Johny on their anniversary day.

Special greetings from
the Parish Community!

First Reading

Acts 1:1-11

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles
Why are you standing here looking into the sky? Jesus has been taken into heaven.
In my earlier work, Theophilus, I dealt with everything Jesus had done and taught from
the beginning until the day he gave his instructions to the apostles he had chosen
through the Holy Spirit, and was taken up to heaven. He had shown himself alive to
them after his Passion by many demonstrations: for forty days he had continued to
appear to them and tell them about the kingdom of God. When he had been at table with
them, he had told them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for what the Father had
promised. ‘It is’ he had said, ‘what you have heard me speak about: John baptised with
water but you, not many days from now, will be baptised with the Holy Spirit.’
Now having met together, they asked him, ‘Lord, has the time come? Are you going to
restore the kingdom to Israel?’ He replied, ‘It is not for you to know times or dates that
the Father has decided by his own authority, but you will receive power when the Holy
Spirit comes on you, and then you will be my witnesses not only in Jerusalem but
throughout Judaea and Samaria, and indeed to the ends of the earth.’
As he said this he was lifted up while they looked on, and a cloud took him from their
sight. They were still staring into the sky when suddenly two men in white were
standing near them and they said, ‘Why are you men from Galilee standing here looking
into the sky? Jesus who has been taken up from you into heaven, this same Jesus will
come back in the same way as you have seen him go there.’

Responsorial Psalm

Ps 46:2-3. 6-9. R. v.6

(R.) God mounts his throne to shouts of joy:
a blare of trumpets for the Lord.
or
(R.) Alleluia.
1. All peoples, clap your hands,
cry to God with shouts of joy!
For the Lord, the Most High, we must fear,
great king over all the earth. (R.)
2. God goes up with shouts of joy;
the Lord goes up with trumpet blast.
Sing praise for God, sing praise,
sing praise to our king, sing praise. (R.)
3. God is king of all the earth.
Sing praise with all your skill.
God is king over the nations;
God reigns on his holy throne. (R.)

Second Reading

Eph 1:17-23

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Ephesians
He made Jesus to sit at his right hand in heaven.
May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, give you a spirit of wisdom
and perception of what is revealed, to bring you to full knowledge of him. May he
enlighten the eyes of your mind so that you can see what hope his call holds for you,
what rich glories he has promised the saints will inherit and how infinitely great is the
power that he has exercised for us believers. This you can tell from the strength of his
power at work in Christ, when he used it to raise him from the dead and to make him
sit at his right hand, in heaven, far above every Sovereignty, Authority, Power, or
Domination, or any other name that can be named, not only in this age, but also in the
age to come. He has put all things under his feet, and made him, as the ruler of
everything, the head of the Church; which is his body, the fullness of him who fills the
whole creation.

Gospel Acclamation

Mt 28:19. 20

Alleluia, alleluia!
Go and teach all people my gospel.
I am with you always, until the end of the world.
Alleluia!

Gospel

Mt 28:16-20

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew
All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.
The eleven disciples set out for Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had arranged to
meet them. When they saw him they fell down before him, though some hesitated.
Jesus came up and spoke to them. He said, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has
been given to me. Go, therefore, make disciples of all the nations; baptise them in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teach them to observe all
the commandments I gave to you. And know that I am with you always; yes, to the
end of time.’

Mary Help of Christians 24th May
Mary, Help of Christians, watch over us with love.
Intercede for us with your Son, to bless Australia, so that we can be people of peace – people who love
and respect each other, and people who love and respect our land, Australia.
We make this prayer through Jesus, your Son. Amen.
HYMN: Help of Christians, Guard our Nation
(Tune: Ode to Joy – Beethoven)
Help of Christians, guard our nation,
That it be a place of peace,
Where the love of Christ unites us
And all racial tensions cease.
Help of Christians, lead us forward,
With this dream in ev’ry heart:
To create a place of welcome
Where injustice has no part.
Help of Christians, chosen patron,
Of this fair Australian land,
You have shown a way to follow,
True to all that God has planned.
May our lives like yours be faithful,
May our loving be as true,
Till we see our God for ever,
Who has done great things for you.
Litany of Praise
For Mary, who is a sign of hope and source of unity in Christ for all Australians.
We praise you God.
For Mary, who is woman, wife, mother, a person for us today.
We praise you God.
For Mary, whoshows love and care towards our land and its multicultural people.
We praise you God.
For Mary, who is model and bearer of the Truth and Light of the Gospel
We praise you God.
Almighty God, deepen in our hearts our love of Mary Help of Christians.Through her prayers and under
her protection, may the light of Christ shine over our land.
May Australia be granted harmony, justice and peace.
Grant wisdom to our leaders and integrity to our citizens.
We ask this through Christ Our Lord. Amen.
Mary Help of Christians, pray for us.

In this challenging time
Lord Jesus Christ, our true physician and healer, be merciful to us and bring us your aid in
these troubled times. Heal all our sickness and every affliction of your people.
Drive out our infirmities of soul and body; free us from all disease and especially from this
pestilence.
We place in your gentle Heart the elderly, the frail, people with disability, children, young
people and families, our indigenous peoples, those who are poor, lonely and isolated. As
you walk with us, free them from fear, and give them patience and hope together with our
loving care.
In your mercy deal also with the causes of our pitiful condition, that in curing our lack of
faith and spiritual weakness, you may also remedy our bodily ills.
We place our trust in you, the risen Lord, who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen.
For those who care for the sick
Father of mercies, we thank you for all who care for the sick.
When they diagnose, give them patience.
When they protect the vulnerable, give them your protection.
When they work to heal, give them strength.
When they comfort, give them consolation.
When they are tired, give them rest.
When they are discouraged, bring them your hope.
May we welcome and respect them as we support one another in this time of trial.

For those seeking a cure for the virus
Come, Holy Spirit, enlighten the minds of women and men of medical science who are
working to find a solution to this viral infection. Guide their research and help them discover what you provide in creation, sure ways of control, protection, inoculation and healing.
Strengthen them in their tiring work and enrich in them the virtue of hope. Amen.
For those who govern and represent us
Eternal Wisdom, guide our leaders called to serve us in our Nation. May they respond to
the challenges of this affliction with prudence and sound judgement. With foresight, may
their planning alleviate the economic burdens, compensate for losses, protect employment
and ensure ample food for the poor and isolated. Amen.
For peace of soul St Teresa of Avila
Let nothing disturb you,
Let nothing frighten you.
All things are passing:
God alone is changeless.
Patience gains all things,
Who has God wants nothing.
God alone suffices.

Frank O’Driscoll, Alysha Carboni, John Gilbertson, Joan Orchard, Joan McKay, George
Tacey, Jenny Stokic, Sue Short, Sheila Pearce, Joanne Ford, Leah Hardie, Lil Eves, Lesley
Mertens, Sean Mahoney, Jodie Donnelly, Mikayla Wilton, Peter Young, Roy & Jan
Payne, Grace Moore, Aldine Wheldon, Daryl Winters, Merle Johnson, Trish Mulcahy,
Oliver, Norma Hales, David Naughton, Dulcie Kent, Anita Doran, Herbert Lenard,
Taylor Green, Margaret McGuiness, Les Pearson, Beryl Fitzgerald, Louisa & Luigi Bove,
Anne-Marie Fliegener, Bill Kociaruba, Sergio Fiore, Johnson Joseph, Fiona DaviesMcConchie, Les Burns, Sophie, Margaret Worthington, Tessie Plamonte, Cristina King, Irene Pini, Kate Whooley,
Fr Chris Warnock, Joshua Chernoff, Ron Nichols, Barbara Padua, Marie Aide, Raeleen Sutton, Jessica Amphlett,
Raegis Farrell, Barbara, Philip Giuffre, Liz Evans, Boy Flores, Bill Copple, Dorothy Oliver, Chris Morris, Alan
Edwards, Joseph Godridge, Christian Vimpany, Kylie Godridge, Mark Bussanich, Amber, Elsie Medina, Markus
Ruescher, Angie Mae, Greg Lewis, Joan Marshall, Leo Manser, Kevin Scanlon, Bohumil Verzich, Eunice Hope,
Mia Hoppee, Greg Carter, Sue Murphy, Michelle Stafford, Debra Keena, Joy Brokenshire, Jenny S., Brendan
Davidson. Please advise the office if any of the above names need to be removed.

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL
Brendan Chestnutt - Chairperson
Loretta Turner—Member
Marie Meehan—Member
Babu Mathew—Member
Rosemary Van Schoor-Member
Elma Coverley-Member
Daniel Martinez-Member
Katiane Martinez-Member
Troy Francesconi-Vice Principal, Mandurah Catholic College
Miranda Swann-Principal, Assumption Catholic Primary School
Wayne Wright—Finance Representative
Fr Johny Arattukulam OCD-Parish Priest
Fr Albin Oddippattill OCD-Associate Priest
Fr Anson Akkappilly OCD-Associate Priest
Michael Phillips-Deacon

Maintenance Committee—Cornelius Van Dijk
David Thompson
Catenians-Colin Purcell
Acolytes—Deacon Michael Phillips & Winston Rennick
Grief Support-Margot McAlister
Children’s Sunday Liturgy-Marion Ryan
Church Guardians-Elma Coverley
Eucharistic Ministers—Bernadette Scharf
Church Cleaning-Parish Office
Assumption Women-Helga Sebastian
Altar Servers-Fr Johny Arrattukulam & Cindy Bovell

SAFEGUARDING OFFICERS
Jill Ward
0439998557
Elma Coverley 0417951296
Suzi Lee
95351039
PARISH SACRAMENTAL
Coordinator
Bernadette Scharf
Parish Religious Education
Programme (PREP) Coordinator
Elizabeth Disney
LITURGY COMMITTEE
Coordinator
Kerry Troost
FINANCE COMMITTEE Chairman
Viv Edwards

Legion of Mary-Cindy Bovell
Lectors & Commentators-Colin Purcell
Alpha-Rosemary Van Schoor
Marriage Preparation-Deacon Michael
Phillips & Keith Johnson
Pre-Baptism—Fr Anson Akkappilly &
Pauline Dixon
Music –choir leader (of each Mass)
RCIA-Deacon Michael Phillips
St Vincent de Paul—Jim Mather
Youth Group-Fr Anson Akkappilly

OUR CHURCH’S VISION STATEMENT
We are Catholic Family, who, drawing together on our traditions and diversity,
seek to respond to God’s call. As a Pastoral community,
we strive to nurture the Spiritual growth of all.
Fr Johny Arattukulam - Parish Priest
Fr Albin Odippattil—Assistant Parish Priest
Fr Anson Akkappilly—Assistant Parish Priest
Michael Phillips - Deacon
Ernie Carey– Retired Deacon
Vivien de Winter/Alison Caingcoy—Office Staff

Parish Office– 8 Stevenson St, Mandurah WA 6210
Ph-9581 2061/9581 3261
Presbytery– 6 Stevenson St, Mandurah
Church– Creery St., Mandurah WA 6210
Emails-Admin & Bulletin:
catholicparish@westnet.com.au
Accounts: viv.catholicparish@westnet.com.au
Website: www.olaparishmh.org.au
Office Hours: 8am-12.30pm, 1pm-4pm Mon-Fri

The Parish This Week…
Day
SUNDAY 24/5
The Ascension of the
Lord

Church
Online Mass

Parish Centre
(Office Closed)

only

MONDAY 25/5
Our Lady, Help of
Christians, Patron of
Australia

7.00am—Rosary
7.30am—Mass
9.00am—Mass
5.00pm—Mass

TUESDAY 26/5
St Philip Neri

7.00am—Rosary
7.30am—Mass
9.00am—Mass
5.00pm—Mass

WEDNESDAY 27/5
St Augustine of
Canterbury

7.00am—Rosary
7.30am—Mass
Novena to Our Mother of
Perpetual Help
9.00am—Mass
5.00pm—Mass

THURSDAY 28/5

7.00am—Rosary
7.30am—Mass
9.00am—Mass
5.00pm—Mass

FRIDAY 29/5
Day of Penance

7.00am—Rosary
7.30am—Mass
9.00am—Mass
5.00pm—Mass

SATURDAY 30/5

7.00am—Rosary
7.30am—Mass
9.00am—Mass

10am—Legion of Mary

(Office Closed)
10am-Grief Ministry
Coordinator’s Meeting

No evening Mass
SUNDAY 31/5
Pentecost Sunday

Online Mass
only

(Office Closed)

