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Happy Mother’s day!
We celebrate Mother’s day this weekend. Although the celebrations might
be a little different this year, given that we are unable to take our mums out
for dinner, visit the nursing home or do some of our usual favourite things,
let us love them, care them and appreciate them not only for today but
always in our life.
I still remember my mum holding my tiny hands and going to the church
every day of my childhood time. I was then the eleventh and youngest
child of my parents! They were not only my physical parents but also were
my spiritual parents. It is because of them what I am now!
Titus 2:3–5 gives a brief glimpse of the importance of this role in the
church, with Paul instructing Timothy to ask older women to act in the
lives of their younger counterparts. Both men and women need spiritual
mothers. In the early days of the church—with few models to follow—
people needed spiritual mothers and fathers to teach them how to be
Christians. In modern times, this role seems just as important: Many young
people live far away from their parents, and naturally occurring
intergenerational community is rare.
“There is no role in life more essential and more eternal than that of
motherhood,” says Elder M. Russell Ballard—married, single, widowed, or
divorced, some with children and some without—all are beloved of God,
and He has a plan for His righteous daughters to receive the highest
blessings of eternity.”
Mother’s Day has a deep spiritual dimension. Mary, the mother of Jesus, is
the greatest of all mothers. Motherhood has always been a sacred and noble
vocation, but Mary raised it to even greater stature when she became the
Mother of God. As the mother who is “blessed among women” (Lk 1:42),
Mary gives us the clearest and most inspiring picture of what the ideal
mother should look like, and every Christian mother would be wise to take
her cues from the one who excelled at motherhood like none other. Happy
Mother’s day!
Fr. Johny Arattukulam, OCD

1.

Mother is the name for God in the lips and hearts of little children.
– Thackeray

2.

God could not be everywhere, therefore he made mothers.
– Jewish Proverb

3.

The future destiny of the child is always the work of the mother.
– Napoleon

4. What is home without a mother? – Alice Hawthorne
5.

A mother is a mother still, the holiest thing alive. – Coleridge

6. Men are what their mothers made them.
7.

– R.W. Emerson

Nobody can misunderstand a boy like his own mother.
– Norman Douglas

8. One good mother is worth hundred teachers.

-English Proverb

9. The hand that rocks the cradle is the hand that rules the world.
- W.S. Ross
10. The sweetest sounds to mortals given are heard in Mother,
Home and Heaven.
– W.G. Brown
11. Who ran to help me when I fell, and would some pretty story tell, or
kiss the place to make it well? My Mother.
– Ann Taylor

12. All that I am or hope to be, I owe to my angel mother.
– Abraham Lincoln
13. The bravest battle that ever was fought; Shall I tell you where and
when? On the maps of the world you will find it not;
It was fought by the mothers of men.
– Joaquin Miller
14. A man loves his sweetheart the most; his wife the best,
but his mother the longest.
-Irish Proverb
Compiled by Fr Johny Arattukulam OCD

I gave your life, but cannot live it for you.
I can give you directions,
but I cannot be there to lead you.
I can take you to church,
but I cannot make you believe.
I can teach you right from wrong,
but I cannot always decide for you.
I can buy you beautiful clothes, but I cannot make you beautiful inside.
I can offer you advice, but I cannot accept it for you.
I can give you love, but I cannot force it upon you.
I can teach you to share, but I cannot make you unselfish.
I can teach you respect, but I cannot force you to show honour.
I can advise you about friends, but cannot choose them for you.
I can advise you about sex, but I cannot keep you pure.
I can tell you about alcohol & drugs, but I can't say "No" for you.
I can tell you about lofty goals, but I can't achieve them for you.
I can teach you about kindness, but I can't force you to be gracious
I can pray for you, but I cannot make you walk with God.
I can tell you how to live, but I cannot give you eternal life.
I can love you with unconditional love all of my life... and I will.
-Author Patrick Atkinson

Jokes on Mother’s Day!
☺

Elephant: Why do mother kangaroos hate rainy days?
Hippo: I give up.
Elephant: Because their kids have to play inside!

☺

Daughter: Mum, what’s it like to have the greatest daughter in the world?
Mum: I don’t know dear; you’d have to ask Grandma.

☺

To Mum: I’m hungry, I’m tired, I’m cold, I’m hot, Can I have…,
Where are you?
To Dad: Where’s Mum?

☺

A little girl asked her mum, “How did the human race appear?” Mum
answered, “God made Adam and Eve and they had children, and so was all
mankind made …” Two days later the girl asked her Dad the same question.
Dad answered, “Many years ago there were monkeys from which the human
race evolved.” The confused girl returned to her mum and said, “Mum, how
is it possible that you told me the human race was created by God, and Dad
said they developed from monkeys?” The mother answered, “Well, dear, it is
very simple. I told you about my side of the family and your father told you
about his!”

All Mother’s Day articles are compiled and shared by Fr Johny Arattukulam OCD.

To all of our Parishioners
An Urgent Plea for Assistance
Many thanks to parishioners who have managed to make contributions to our
church, it is greatly appreciated.
The purpose of this note is to bring everyone up to date on how our Parish is
coping financially with this pandemic, COVID -19.
Since our last weekend Mass held in late March, the funds that have been
donated as “planned giving” commitments or in place of usual Mass collections
are approximately 12% of the normal for these past four weeks.
In addition to our Parish shortfall, there has been the assistance given to our
commercial tenants with very large rent reductions. This has been necessary for
them to continue as tenants, even though their doors are closed for business (as
in the case of Vinnies). This equates to a 75% reduction, and will continue until
Covid-19 restrictions are lifted.
In order to keep our Parish functioning in these unusual and difficult
circumstances, we urgently request that you continue with your donations.
Our weekly bulletin gives our Parish bank details. Parishioners with on-line
banking are encouraged to use this facility. For people without internet banking,
you are able to deposit your contribution at any bank and quote our Parish bank
account details.
For people unable to bank funds into the Parish account….PLEASE continue
to put aside your weekly Mass funds so that when Masses do re-commence all
these funds will assist us in repaying the bank overdraft which will be incurred
in keeping our Parish afloat.
We are in a position that no one could have ever foreseen and ALL must help to
keep our Parish afloat.
We really do need your help.
God bless
Wayne Wright
Deputy Chair
Parish Finance Committee

Following the directive of our Government in relation to
Covid-19, all Masses, prayers, devotions and Adoration
in our Church have been suspended until further notice.
Online Mass: The link for the online Mass will be
announced in our weekly bulletin
Parish Website: Our website is updated regularly to include parish
announcements. You can also access our weekly bulletin under ‘News & Events’.
Email & Bulletin: Register your details for the sending out of information via
email. Our parish bulletin is sent out each week to those who have let the Parish
Office know they are connected via email. It is also available on the Parish
website.
Prayer: Each day our priests will be celebrating Mass in private at 7:30am and
5:00pm. You can participate by setting aside this time for daily prayer in your
own home and joining with the priest spiritually. During this time you could
read through the Mass, the daily readings, reflect on them and spend time with
God in silent prayer.

Planned giving and Regular Church Offering: Our Church needs your help
in supporting our Priests and meeting its financial obligations and operational
costs.
Regular Church Offering and Planned Giving Scheme
(by electronic deposit)
For those who would like to continue to contribute you can make electronic
deposits to the parish bank account using the following details:
Account Name: Mandurah Parish Cheque Account

BSB 086 006
Account Number 848522519
Bank Name: National Australia Bank (NAB)
In the reference line please put your envelope number
and surname or just surname if you do not have an envelope number.
Example: 345 SMITH or SMITH

Unable to do online banking transaction? You can put your offering
aside at home and contribute it as a lump sum when we return to regular
services.

Mass Intention Envelopes: Special intentions will be offered during the Priest’s
private Mass. You can drop your Mass intention envelopes either in the
Presbytery’s or Parish Office’s letterbox. In your envelope, please write: the
Intention, Name of the Person, Date of the Mass.
Pre-Baptism Night and Baptism: Orientation or Pre-Baptism nights and
Baptisms are postponed until further notice.
The Sacrament of Penance and Reconciliation: This Sacrament will not be
available inside churches or other buildings until further notice – either the First,
Second or Third forms. Parishioners should make sincere examinations of their
consciences and pray an Act of Contrition from their hearts. If individuals feel still
that they need to go to confession for reasons other than personal devotion, Priests
should agree if requested only if the conditions for hygiene can be strictly
followed outside a church or other building. Under no circumstances should
Confessions outside buildings be advertised: they should be ad hoc and only upon
specific request. All Catholics are dispensed of their annual duty in relation to
this Sacrament.(excerpt from Bishop Holohan’s letter 24/03/2020)
Weddings, Anointing of the Sick and Funerals: Please contact the parish office
by phone or email or contact any of our Priests.

STAY CONNECTED

Do you have an email? Please let us know so we can keep in touch by sending
you the bulletin and share online resources.
If you don’t have an email, maybe a family
member or a friend can supply an email address,
then they could receive and print out the bulletin
and place it in your letterbox.
Also, please contact the Parish Office if you:
• wish to talk to our Priest;
• recently moved or changed address;
• changed phone numbers or email address;
• need to inquire about online offering,
• wish to begin, alter or cease planned giving.
• wish to sign up for weekly bulletin (online)
Please email: catholicparish@westnet.com.au or call: 9581 2061
OUR CHURCH’S VISION STATEMENT
We are Catholic Family, who, drawing together on our traditions and diversity,
seek to respond to God’s call. As a Pastoral community,
we strive to nurture the Spiritual growth of all.

Our Lady’s assumptiOn CathOLiC ChurCh
If you would like to watch the Sunday Mass
by Fr Theophane Antony OCD and Deacon Michael
Phillips please join us on Facebook and YouTube.
The links will appear on our parish websitewww.olaparishmh.org.au
(click on this link or copy and paste it on your search bar)

Click on the header ‘Online Mass’.
The link will be available from 6pm Saturday, 9 May
and will remain active for viewing anytime.

We now have Alpha - The couch edition!
Ever wondered if there’s more to life than this?
Alpha Online is a great opportunity to ask questions and meet new people.
All you need is a phone or a laptop and wifi.
We’d love to include you in our next Alpha Online, which begins
on:
14 May, Thursday evenings at 7.00 pm – 8.15 pm.
To join, contact us at alphamand2018@gmail.com.
We will send you a Zoom invite.

Parish Priest Reference:
MANDURAH CATHOLIC COLLEGE
Coodanup Drive, MANDURAH WA 6210
P- 9531 9500 E- mcc@mcc.wa.edu.au
W- mcc.wa.edu.au
ASSUMPTION CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL
22-34 Gordon Road, Mandurah, 6210 WA
P- 9583 8500

For those seeking priest
reference for school
enrolment, please feel free to
ring the Parish Office to make
an appointment. Please
arrange a suitable time with
the office.

Fr Anson Akkappilly celebrating last weekend’s Mass
with Deacon Michael Phillips.

Sr Kathleen’s birthday is on 6 May.

Our prayers and sympathy are with
Fr Anson Akkappilly and his family
on the death of the paternal grandmother,
Lilly Devassy (93 years old).
Grandmother Lilly died on 3rd May 2020.

First Reading

Acts 6:1-7

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles
They elected seven men filled with the Spirit and wisdom.
About this time, when the number of disciples was increasing, the Hellenists made a
complaint against the Hebrews: in the daily distribution their own widows were being
overlooked. So the Twelve called a full meeting of the disciples and addressed them, ‘It
would not be right for us to neglect the word of God so as to give out food; you, brothers,
must select from among yourselves seven men of good reputation, filled with the Spirit and
with wisdom; we will hand over this duty to them, and continue to devote ourselves to
prayer and to the service of the word.’ The whole assembly approved of this proposal and
elected Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, together with Philip, Prochorus,
Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolaus of Antioch, a convert to Judaism. They presented
these to the apostles, who prayed and laid their hands on them.
The word of the Lord continued to spread: the number of disciples in Jerusalem was
greatly increased, and a large group of priests made their submission to the faith.

Responsorial Psalm

Ps 32:1-2. 4-5. 18-19. R. v.22

(R.) Lord, let your mercy be on us,
as we place our trust in you.
or
(R.) Alleluia.
1. Ring out your joy to the Lord, O you just;
for praise is fitting for loyal hearts.
Give thanks to the Lord upon the harp,
with a ten-stringed lute sing him songs. (R.)
2. For the word of the Lord is faithful
and all his works to be trusted.
The Lord loves justice and right
and fills the earth with his love. (R.)
3. The Lord looks on those who revere him,
on those who hope in his love,
to rescue their souls from death,
to keep them alive in famine. (R.)

Second Reading

A reading from the first letter of St Peter

1 Pt 2:4-9

You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood.
The Lord is the living stone, rejected by men but chosen by God and precious to him; set
yourselves close to him so that you too, the holy priesthood that offers the spiritual
sacrifices which Jesus Christ has made acceptable to God, may be living stones making a
spiritual house. As scripture says: See how I lay in Zion a precious cornerstone that I

have chosen and the man who rests his trust on it will not be disappointed. That means that
for you who are believers, it is precious; but for unbelievers, the stone rejected by the
builders has proved to be the keystone, a stone to stumble over, a rock to bring men down.
They stumble over it because they do not believe in the word; it was the fate in store for
them.
But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a consecrated nation, a people set apart to
sing the praises of God who called you out of the darkness into his wonderful light.

Gospel Acclamation

Jn 14:6

Alleluia, alleluia!
I am the way, the truth, and the life, says the Lord;
no one comes to the Father, except through me.
Alleluia!

Gospel

Jn 14:1-12

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John
I am the way, the truth, and the life.
Jesus said to his disciples:
‘Do not let your hearts be troubled.
Trust in God still, and trust in me.
There are many rooms in my Father’s house;
if there were not, I should have told you.
I am now going to prepare a place for you,
and after I have gone and prepared you a place,
I shall return to take you with me;
so that where I am you may be too.
You know the way to the place where I am going.’
Thomas said, ‘Lord, we do not know where you are going, so how can we know the way?’
Jesus said:
‘I am the Way, the Truth and the Life.
No one can come to the Father except through me.
If you know me, you know my Father too.
From this moment you know him and have seen him.’
Philip said, ‘Lord, let us see the Father and then we shall be satisfied.’ ‘Have I been with
you all this time, Philip,’ said Jesus to him ‘and you still do not know me?
‘To have seen me is to have seen the Father,
so how can you say, “Let us see the Father”?
Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me?
The words I say to you I do not speak as from myself:
it is the Father, living in me, who is doing this work.
You must believe me when I say
that I am in the Father and the Father is in me;
believe it on the evidence of this work, if for no other reason.
‘I tell you most solemnly, whoever believes in me
will perform the same works as I do myself,
he will perform even greater works,
because I am going to the Father.’

May 14 World Day of Prayer
Pope Francis has endorsed the call to “the believers of all the religions to unite
together spiritually on May 14 in a day of prayer and fasting, to implore God to
help humanity overcome the coronavirus pandemic.”
“Remember, May 14, all believers together, believers of the different traditions, to
pray, to fast, and to do works of charity.”
It calls on “all peoples around the world to do good deeds, observe fast, pray, and
make devout supplications to God Almighty to end this pandemic.” It continues that
“each one from wherever they are and according to the teachings of their religion,
faith, or sect, should implore God to lift this pandemic off us and the entire world,
to rescue us all from this adversity, to inspire scientists to find a cure that can turn
back this disease, and to save the whole world from the health, economic, and
human repercussions of this serious pandemic.”

What is family
Fr Andrew Hamilton SJ | 04 May 2020

World Family Day on 15 May invites us to reflect
inclusively and with broad sympathy on the family.
The coronavirus has put enormous pressures on all of us as persons, and on the
groups and institutions to which we belong. It has been an affliction.
The response to the measures taken to address it has been mixed. Sometimes it has
been narrow and divisive, but more generally it has been extraordinarily good-willed,
generous and patient. It has opened out to a far broader and balanced conversation
about other areas of life that have been affected by the virus. One of these is the
family. World Family Day on 15 May invites us to reflect inclusively and with broad
sympathy on the family.
The consequences of coronavirus have made us attentive to the complexity and
breadth of the relationships involved in families which struggle under its burdens.
The economic and social changes brought by the virus have shown, for example, the
consequences for the family of relationships involved in losing casual work, in
working from home, in the expectation that all adult members of a family will work,
in schooling, in recreation, staying in touch with extended family and friends, and
educational institutions, of relationships with sport, television and social media, and
in a house design that offers both common and personal space.

REAL CHANGE POSSIBLE
After coronavirus the way in which these relationships have been shaped can no
longer be taken for granted. We shall have experience of the disadvantages and
advantages of other shapes we may not have considered. The merits of working
from home and of home schooling will be considered as real possibilities of which
we have experience and not simply as abstract ideas.
We shall see more clearly, too, how tightly the internal relationships within our
families are connected to broader relationships with society. We shall have noticed
how pressures of living together in a narrow space can be reflected in family
violence and in mental illness. We shall find it difficult to reflect on the inner life
of families without setting them against the social conditions in which they live.
We shall know that if we wish to address antisocial behaviour we shall have to
take account of the social problems that give birth to it.
World family day is a time to celebrate the generosity and goodness displayed in
families, and the resilience that finds life in the most unfavourable circumstances.
It is also a day to ask how as a society we can best to accompany families as they
prepare children for a full and generous life.

A Litany of Blessing
© Diana Macalintal, 2020. Used with permission.
Before we breathed our first, O God, you etched our names upon your hands,
like stretchmarks on our mother’s skin.
And those same hands that bear our lives will carry us home
as we breathe our last.
So even in our suffering, O God,
let every breath we carry within announce your goodness with praise unending.
For you have made us to be your own,
a people of your Spirit with blessing on our lips.
Therefore:
Sun and moon: Bless the Lord!
Stars of the sky: Bless the Lord!
Depths of ocean: Bless the Lord!
Birds of air: Bless the Lord!
Let all creation: Bless the Lord!

Blessed be God for doctors and nurses: Blessed be God forever!
For scientists and researchers: Blessed be God forever!
For pharmacists and technicians: Blessed be God forever!
For social workers and caregivers: Blessed be God forever!
For all who endeavour to keep us safe: Blessed be God forever!
Blessed be God for grocery clerks and janitors: Blessed be God forever!
For restaurant chefs and fast-food workers: Blessed be God forever!
For farmers and delivery drivers: Blessed be God forever!
For field laborers and postal carriers: Blessed be God forever!
For all who feed and care for us: Blessed be God forever!
Blessed be God for pastoral staffs: Blessed be God forever!
For clergy and religious who pray for us daily: Blessed be God forever!
For catechists teaching in creative new ways: Blessed be God forever!
For liturgical ministers tackling technology: Blessed be God forever!
For all who serve the domestic church: Blessed be God forever!
Blessed be God for teachers and parents: Blessed be God forever!
For those who sing and those who dance: Blessed be God forever!
For musicians, artists, composers, and poets: Blessed be God forever!
For comedians, actors, and story-tellers: Blessed be God forever!
For all who inspire and sustain our hearts: Blessed be God forever!
And blessed be God for the human spirit: Blessed be God forever!
That strives to live in more gentle ways: Blessed be God forever!
That connects with others while staying apart: Blessed be God forever!
That weeps and laughs and sits in silence: Blessed be God forever!
For the human family in deeper communion: Blessed be God forever!
In faith and love, we ask you, God,
let not this virus consume our world.
But breathe your Spirit in us again
that we may praise you unceasingly.
With Christ our Lord,
from whom all good things come.

An Adapted Liturgy of the Hours in the time of COVID-19

9:00am

Prayer for those infected with COVID-19 and all those who are sick.

We pray for all people infected with the COVID-19 virus. Through the intercession of
Saint John the Apostle, may they be granted a speedy recovery and may peace reign
in the hearts of those who care for them. Lord Jesus, grant them Your joy!

12:00pm

Angelus prayer for health professionals, clergy and all those caring for
the sick.

We pray for all health professionals during this time of pandemic. Through the
intercession of Saints Cosmas and Damian, may they be exemplary in their work and
be free from all stress. Lord Jesus, grant them Your peace!

3:00pm

Prayer for the unemployed, financially stressed, isolated or lonely
due to COVID-19.

We pray for those who are particularly lonely at this time. Through the intercession
of Saint Mary of the Cross Mackillop, may they be comforted by the charity of others
and come to experience Your presence in their lives.
Lord Jesus, grant them Your hope!

6:00pm

Prayer for the people of Australia and especially our political leaders
and health authorities.

We pray for the Premiers of our states. Through the intercession of Our Lady,
Mother of God, may they always treasure Your Truth above all and uphold the
dignity of the poor, sick and marginalised. Lord Jesus, grant them Your charity!

9:00pm

Prayer for those who have died from COVID-19 and their families.

We pray for those dying, those who have died from the COVID-19 virus and their
families. Through the intercession of Saint Joseph, Patron of the Dying, may they be
at peace and prepare themselves to meet You, their Saviour. Lord Jesus, show them
Your mercy!

Please keep in your prayers all students and their families, teachers,
school leaders and staff during these unprecedented times.
We pray for blessing and protection for all of them.
Frank O’Driscoll, Alysha Carboni, John Gilbertson, Joan Orchard, Joan McKay,
George Tacey, Jenny Stokic, Sue Short, Sheila Pearce, Joanne Ford, Leah
Hardie, Lil Eves, Lesley Mertens, Sean Mahoney, Jodie Donnelly, Mikayla
Wilton, Peter Young, Roy & Jan Payne, Grace Moore, Aldine Wheldon, Daryl
Winters, Merle Johnson, Trish Mulcahy, Oliver, Norma Hales, David
Naughton, Dulcie Kent, Anita Doran, Herbert Lenard, Taylor Green, Margaret
McGuiness, Les Pearson, Beryl Fitzgerald, Louisa & Luigi Bove, Anne-Marie Fliegener, Bill
Kociaruba, Sergio Fiore, Johnson Joseph, Fiona Davies-McConchie, Les Burns, Sophie, Margaret
Worthington, Tessie Plamonte, Cristina King, Irene Pini, Kate Whooley, Fr Chris Warnock, Joshua
Chernoff, Ron Nichols, Barbara Padua, Marie Aide, Raeleen Sutton, Jessica Amphlett, Raegis
Farrell, Barbara, Philip Giuffre, Liz Evans, Boy Flores, Bill Copple, Dorothy Oliver, Chris Morris, Alan
Edwards, Joseph Godridge, Christian Vimpany, Kylie Godridge, Mark Bussanich, Amber, Elsie
Medina, Markus Ruescher, Angie Mae, Greg Lewis, Joan Marshall, Leo Manser, Kevin Scanlon,
Bohumil Verzich, Eunice Hope, Mia Hoppee, Greg Carter, Nick Marshall, Michelle Stafford, Debra
Keena, Joy Brokenshire, Jenny S., Brendan Davidson. Please advise the office if any
of the above names need to be removed.
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