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The Tenants of the Vineyard 
We remember the last two weeks Sunday Gospels were all about Godôs 
vineyard. The Parable of the Tenants helps us to understand how we the tenants 
of the vineyard should behave. Adam and Eve were not the real owners of the 
Eden garden and they were the caretakers of the vineyard. God said to Adam, 
ñTake care of all of creation; It doesnôt belong to you, it belongs to Me.ò 
In the vineyard of God, we are the guests and the vineyard are given into our 
hands, because God loves us, no other reason. He really doesnôt want to make a 
profit; He just wants us to be content and happy and grateful. All He expects is 
a thank you! 
 
Statistics of the Catholic Church 
I hereby give a statistics survey of our Catholic Church published recently by 
the Vatican. This would help us to form an idea of the changes that have 
occurred in the dimensions of the Church itself and its members. The 
comparisons were made between 2013 and 2018, that is, for the first 5 years of 
the pontificate of Pope Francis. 
 
Bishops: The number of bishops in the world has increased from 5,173 to 
5,377 (3.9 percent). The biggest increases (more than 4 percent) were in 
Oceania, the Americas, Asia and Europe, while in Africa they increased 1.4 
percent. 
 

Catholics: With regard to baptized Catholics, between 2013 and 2018 there has 
been a reduction in the relative numbers in European and North American 
countries and an increase in all other geographical areas. Catholics in the world 
in those years increased by almost 6 percent, from 1.254 billion to 1.329 
billion, an increase of 75 million. At the end of 2018 Catholics made up just 
under 18 percent of the world population. This percentage has remained almost 
unchanged over the years surveyed.  
 
To be more precise, the highest percentage is found in the Americas, with 63.7 
Catholics per 100 inhabitants, followed by Europe with 39.7 Catholics per 100 
inhabitants, Oceania with 26.3 and Africa with 19.4. The lowest incidence is 
that of Asia (3.3 Catholics per 100 inhabitants), due to the significant number 
of non-Christian believers on this continent. 
 
The distribution of Catholics among the various continents differs greatly from 

that of the population. In the Americas, for example, the population continues 
to be around 13.5 percent of the world total, while the number of Catholics has 
decreased by one percentage point, dropping to 48.3 percent of the worldôs  
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Catholic population. The number of Catholics in Asia has grown slightly ï 
from 10.9 to 11.1 percent ï but is much lower than the continentôs population 
(about 60 percent in 2018). Europe yields a population count 4 points lower 
than that of the Americas (9.6 percent), but its percentage in the Catholic world 
is lower than that of American countries (21.5 compared to 48.3 percent). 
 

Priests: The number of priests decreased by 0.3 percent during this five-year 
period, confirming a trend already underway. Between 2013 and 2018, priestly 
numbers increased by 1,400 in the first two years, and then decreased in the 
following three years. At the end of 2017, there were 414,582 priests. 
Encouragingly, they increased in Africa (+14.3 percent) and Asia (+11 
percent). In America they remained constant (about 123,000). They decreased 
in Europe (-7 percent) and Oceania (-1 percent). The distribution of priests in 
the various continents sees a prevalence of European priests (41.3 percent), 
whose numbers have decreased greatly in the last three years, followed by 
American priests. The Asian clergy make up 16.5 percent of the total, the 
African clergy 11.5 percent and that of Oceania 1.1 percent. 
 

Permanent Deacons: A rapidly evolving reality in all continents is that of 
permanent deacons, who rose from 43,195 in 2013 to 47,504 in 2018, an 
increase of about 10 percent. 
 

Religious Brothers: On the other hand, the number of professed non-priest 
religious has continued to decrease over the years, and from 2013 to 2018 it 
decreased by almost 8 percent, from 55,000 to less than 51,000. The exceptions 
are Africa and Asia, where there has been a certain increase. 
Major Seminarians: With regard to the major seminarians there is also a 
tendency toward a slow decrease. Candidates for the priesthood in the world 
decreased by 2 percent in the period considered, from 118,251 in 2013 to 
115,880 in 2018, with strong decreases in Europe (-15.6 percent) and The 
Americas (-9.4 percent). The continent that shows an encouraging opposite 
trend is Africa (+15.6 percent). 
 

Nuns: The drop in the number of professed nuns is cause for concern. They 
have decreased by 7.5 percent in the 5 years considered. The total number has 
decreased from 694,000 in 2013 to less than 642,000 in 2018. The decline 
concerns Europe, Oceania and The Americas, with decreases between -15 
percent and -12 percent. On the other hand, there were increases of +9 percent 
in Africa and +2.6 percent in Asia, so that the relative percentages of European 
and American religious decreased in the total numbers. 
 (From the PontiĜcal Yearbook 2020 and the Annuarium Statisticum Ecclesiae 2018.) 
 
Have a beautiful week end, 

     Fr. Johny Arattukulam, OCD  

  



SPECIAL MINISTER OF HOLY COMMUNION.   
Could all special ministers please let me know of their availability for the next four 
months from  November to February.  Also would you please let me know if you are 
available for any of the masses over Christmas. 
At the present time we will still be requiring only one special minister for each mass, 
due to COVID-19 restrictions. 
Could you please let me know by 6th October of your availability, by email 
bernscharf@gmail.com, or by contacting the Parish office.       
 

Many thanks for giving so generously of your time.-Bernadette Scharf 

 

Greeting and Welcoming Ministry 
 

Can you assist with Hospitality at our Weekend Masses? 
Let us meet people coming to Mass and make them  

feel welcome and accepted as they are. 
Let us help our parishioners experience Godôs hospitality.   

Welcome strangers and assist them to be seated in these strange times. 
 
 

Please register you interest with the Parish Office, 
 (phone 95812061 or email catholicparish@westnet.com.au)  
 and we will organise a coffee morning to discuss. 
                                  -Brendan Chestnutt, Chairperson PPC 

to Joy for signing-up.    

Announcement re Safeguarding Officers 
 

Dear Parishioners, 
 

Our Lady's Assumption Parish Mandurah is committed to the safety 
and security of all children and young people.  
 

At present we have two Safeguarding Officers and we are seeking 
expressions of interest for more volunteers for this position. If you are interested and 
would like to know more about this role, please contact: 
 Father Johny at the Parish Office 9581 2061, Elma 0417951296 or Jill 0439998557 
  
        Safeguarding Officers 
        Elma and Jill 

ò3ÙÜÓàɯ(ɯÚÈàɯÛÖɯàÖÜȮɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÌßÛÌÕÛɯÛÏÈÛɯàÖÜɯËÐËɯÐÛɯÛÖɯÖÕÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌÚÌɯÉÙÖÛÏÌÙÚɯÖÍɯ

,ÐÕÌȮɯÌÝÌÕɯÛÏÌɯÓÌÈÚÛɯÖÍɯÛÏÌÔȮɯàÖÜɯËÐËɯÐÛɯÛÖɯ,Ì.ó  -Matthew 25:40  
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Grief Support  
The next grief support group will be held from 10a.m. to 12noon,  
8th October (Thursday) at the Parish Centre.  Anyone who is grieving the 
death of a loved one is warmly welcome to attend.   

Help Needed-Polishing of Bronze 
Our church needs volunteers who can help with the polishing of 
religious items in the church.  The volunteer who has been doing 

Alpha Holy Spirit Day Away 
 
Do you have time on Saturday, 17 October between 11am-3.00pm to visit Our Lord 
in the Blessed Sacrament and be an intercessor for our Alpha Participants who will be 
attending a Holy Spirit Day Away at the Parish Centre.   
They will join you at intervals during this time.  
 
A list is available at the back of the church for you to sign up or you can 
contact the office on 08 95812061. 

Church Cleaners Wanted.  Please help us clean and 
maintain our church.  No heavy work involved.  You can also 
sign-up for one schedule (approx. 2 hours) or depending on 
your availability.   

If youère available and willing to assist in our church works,  

please contact the Parish Office: 

Phone 9581-2061; Email catholicparish@westnet.com.au 

This weekend there will be a retiring collection for the Peterôs Pence 
Appeal.  This is normally part of our óAnnual Collectionô which has not been held 
this year due to the Covid-19 pandemic.  It is an offering that each member of the 
faithful decides to give to the Pope so that he can provide for the needs of the whole 
Church, wherever it is most in need.  Collectors will be outside the church to accept 
your contribution.   

Peterõs Pence ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ  
ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŬƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻũŜǊŜŘ 
ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ CŀǘƘŜǊ ŀǎ ŀ 
ǎƛƎƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ {ǳŎŎŜǎǎƻǊ ƻŦ tŜǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴȅ 
ŘƛũŜǊŜƴǘ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎŀƭ 
/ƘǳǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƭƛŜŦ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ 
Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƴ ƴŜŜŘΦ   
CƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ǾƛǎƛǘΥ  
ǿǿǿΦƻōƻƭƻŘƛǎŀƴǇƛŜǘǊƻΦǾŀ 

http://www.obolodisanpietro.va/


First Reading  

A reading from the prophet Isaiah                                                   5:1ï7 

 

Let me sing to my friend the song of his love for his vineyard. 

My friend has a vineyard on a fertile hillside. 

He dug the soil, cleared it of stones, and planted choice vines in it. 

In the middle he built a tower, he dug a press there too. 

He expected it to yield grapes, but sour grapes were all that it gave. 

And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem and men of Judah, 

I ask you to judge between my vineyard and me. 

What could I have done for my vineyard that I have not done? 

I expected it to yield grapes. Why did it yield sour grapes instead? 

Very well, I will tell you what I am going to do to my vineyard: 

I will take away its hedge for it to be grazed on, 

and knock down its wall for it to be trampled on. 

I will lay it waste, unpruned, undug; overgrown by the briar and the thorn. 

I will command the clouds to rain no rain on it. 

Yes, the vineyard of the Lord of hosts is the House of Israel, 

and the men of Judah that chosen plant. 

He expected justice, but found bloodshed, integrity, but only a cry of distress.  

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  

RESPONSORIAL PSALM  Ps 79:9, 12ï16, 19ï20 

 

wΦ  The vineyard of the Lord is the house of Israel. 
 
You brought a vine out of Egypt; 
to plant it you drove out the nations. 
It stretched out its branches to the sea, 

to the Great River it stretched out its shoots.  wΦ 
 
Then why have you broken down its walls? 
It is plucked by all who pass by. 
It is ravaged by the boar of the forest, 

devoured by the beasts of the field.  wΦ 
 

God of hosts, turn again, we implore, 
look down from heaven and see. 
Visit this vine and protect it, 

the vine your right hand has planted.  wΦ 
 
And we shall never forsake you again: 
give us life that we may call upon your name. 
God of hosts, bring us back; 

 let your face shine on us and we shall be saved.  wΦ  


