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Served by the Discalced Carmelite Friars

4th Sunday of Advent (Year B)
19th December & 20th December 2020

'I am the handmaid of the Lord,'
said Mary 'let what you have said
be done to me.' -Luke 1:38

Fourth Sunday of Advent
Mary’s First Crib
St. Augustine used to say that Virgin Mary had a ‘double conception’ at the
Annunciation time. She not only conceived Jesus in her womb but in her heart
also. Thus, Mary’s womb became the first Tabernacle or the first Crib for Jesus.
Mary’s divine motherhood, according to St. Augustine, derives from the divine
Son that she carried in her womb, which in its own right is a miraculous sign. Her
womb was sanctified for all time – which makes her the Perpetual ever Virgin.
Augustine writes – “Virgin in conceiving, virgin in giving birth, virgin with child,
virgin mother, virgin forever.”
Where is our Crib?
Pope Francis has sung the praises of the traditional Christmas crib, describing it as
a living Gospel. Speaking at his general audience a week before Christmas, Pope
Francis said, ‘a simple but effective way to prepare for Christmas was to make a
crib”. Mother Mary had the unique privilege to become the Mother of God, to
give birth to Jesus, to be the means by which God became part of our world. Our
lives must give birth to Jesus’ presence in our world; our actions must continue his
mission. We must live the example of Jesus among others. Then we will be people
who adapt, people for the world. Then we too can be called blessed.
Christmas Crib Ready in our Church
Once again, this year we have put up a beautiful Christmas Crib in our church
organized by Winston Rennick, Bob Fitzgerald and Peter Srivalsan. It is very cute
and let us meditate on the mystery of Incarnation while looking at this Nativity
scene. Come, let us adore Him!
Advent Reconciliation
None of us is perfect. We always have some sins on our soul. If left untended,
those “minor” issues can lead to bigger problems.
The Sacrament of
Reconciliation is a sacrament of healing. When we are sick, we seek out a doctor
to help us. When we are spiritually ill due to sin, going to Confession helps to heal
our soul. It helps to restore our relationship with God, other people and the
Church. We are organizing an Advent Reconciliation on Monday the 21st
December from 7.00 pm to 8.00 pm with a liturgical reflection. Fr. Brian Morgan,
Fr. Concord and Fr. Jayan will be available for individual reconciliation.
Thanks to the Christmas Party
The parish Christmas party was held on 11th December with a holy mass by Fr.
Anson. The beautiful decorations in the churchyard, setting up of the dinner tables,
chairs, Barbeque, Santa Claus, dance and music etc have given a great flavour to
the party. Thanks to the people who have participated and cooperated to make this
Continued on to next page...

event a big success. In a special way we thank Brendan Chestnutt, Jenni &
Michael Srdarev, Elma Coverley, Denise Roberts, Andrew and Genevieve
Constantine and two children, Geoff Prendergast, Barrie Dearle, Roger
Millington, Wayne Wright, Colin Purcell, Rob McAtee, Barrie Dearle, Deacon
Michael Phillips and 2 guitarists Darryl and Daniel Teo and the Legion of Mary
for their hard work for the arrangements made to the party. The Legion of Mary
members deserve a big thanks for their continuous carol singing. Our Youth
group leaders Angelica Lee and Andrea Dimayuga organized a few games for
the children and they too conducted a dancing competition for the elders - the
first prize went to a 91-year lady and the second prize was awarded to the parish
priest! Finally, we all had a great laugh!

Aaron Faure – Acolyte
Last Sunday, Aaron Faure was installed as an Acolyte during the 6.00 pm mass.
At present, he is the Youth Coordinator of the Bunbury diocese and we wish
him all the best for his new responsibility to serve the Lord in a closer way.
Let me wish you all in advance a Happy Christmas filled with joy and peace!
Fr. Johny Arattukulam, O.C.D.

Advent Wreath Ceremony

Sat 6 pm

Beneth Eddison

Sun 8 am

Anne & Wayne Wright

Presider: The Presider or assistant light the fourth
Sun 9.30am Nic & Kathy Collins
candle, which is often named the Angel Gabriel Candle Sun 6 pm
Angelica & Michelle
for those messengers who bring God’s Word into our
and family
world.
V. Lord Jesus, you established the house of David to be secure forever and from which the
Saviour would be born. Jesus is the cornerstone. We are Christ-centred Church.
Response: Come, Lord Jesus.
V. Lord Jesus, you alone are wisdom and as St Paul declares, you will give us strength to
live the Gospel. By living a prayerful life Centered on the
Eucharist may we open ourselves to your wisdom and the Spirit
working in the community.
Response: Come, Lord Jesus.
V. Lord Jesus, you sent the angel Gabriel to give the good news
to Mary so that she would bring Jesus into the world through the
power of the Spirit. Giving birth is painful. Change can be
frightening. Mary trusted in God and let herself be led by the
Holy Spirit so that we can say:
Response: Come, Lord Jesus.

First Reading
A reading from the second book of Samuel
7:1–5, 8-12, 14, 16
Once David had settled into his house and the Lord had given him rest from all the
enemies surrounding him, the king said to the prophet Nathan, 'Look, I am living in a
house of cedar while the ark of God dwells in a tent.' Nathan said to the king, 'Go and
do all that is in your mind, for the Lord is with you.'
But that very night the word of the Lord came to Nathan:
'Go and tell my servant David, "Thus the Lord speaks: Are you the man to build me a
house to dwell in? I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep, to be leader of
my people Israel; I have been with you on all your expeditions; I have cut off all your
enemies before you. I will give you fame as great as the fame of the greatest on earth. I
will provide a place for my people Israel; I will plant them there and they shall dwell in
that place and never be disturbed again; nor shall the wicked continue to oppress them
as they did, in the days when I appointed judges over my people Israel; I will give them
rest from all their enemies. The Lord will make you great; the
Lord will make you a House. And when your days are ended and
you are laid to rest with your ancestors, I will preserve the
offspring of your body after you and make his sovereignty secure.
I will be a father to him and he a son to me. Your House and your
sovereignty will always stand secure before me and your throne
be established for ever."'
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM
R. For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.

I will sing for ever of your love, O Lord;
through all ages my mouth will proclaim your truth.
Of this I am sure, that your love lasts for ever,
that your truth is firmly established as the heavens. R.
'I have made a covenant with my chosen one;
I have sworn to David my servant:
I will establish your dynasty for ever
and set up your throne through all ages.' R.
He will say to me: 'You are my father,
my God, the rock who saves me.'
I will keep my love for him always;
for him my covenant shall endure. R.

SECOND Reading
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans
16:25-27
Glory to him who is able to give you the strength to live according to the Good
News I preach, and in which I proclaim Jesus Christ, the revelation of a mystery
kept secret for endless ages, but now so clear that it must be broadcast to pagans
everywhere to bring them to the obedience of faith. This is only what scripture has
predicted, and it is all part of the way the eternal God wants things to be. He alone
is wisdom; give glory therefore to him through Jesus Christ for ever and ever.
Amen.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Gospel acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia!
I am the servant of the Lord: may his will for me be done.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke

1:26–38

The angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin
betrothed to a man named Joseph, of the House of David; and the virgin's name was
Mary. He went in and said to her, 'Rejoice, so highly favoured! The Lord is with you.'
She was deeply disturbed by these words and asked herself what this greeting could
mean, but the angel said to her, 'Mary, do not be afraid; you have won God's favour.
Listen! You are to conceive and bear a son, and you must name him Jesus. He will be
great and will be called Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne
of his ancestor David; he will rule over the House of Jacob for ever and his reign will
have no end.' Mary said to the angel, 'But how can this come about, since I am a
virgin?' 'The Holy Spirit will come upon you' the angel answered 'and the power of the
Most High will cover you with its shadow. And so the child
will be holy and will be called Son of God. Know this too:
your kinswoman Elizabeth has, in her old age, herself
conceived a son, and she whom people called barren is now in
her sixth month, for nothing is impossible to God.' 'I am the
handmaid of the Lord,' said Mary 'let what you have said be
done to me.' And the angel left her.
Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.

Christmas Eve Family Mass

Before the 6pm Mass on Christmas Eve, there will be a Nativity
Play.
Final practice will be held on Wednesday 23rd December
from 4 pm in the Church.

- You

are invited -

Everyone is welcome to join the
breakfast after the Mass. For
those who wish to be included in
the list of breakfast sponsors and
volunteers to clean up, please put
your name on the list at the back
of the church.

We are grateful for the Priests who will be visiting our Parish to celebrate our
Dawn Masses.
th
• 19 December (Saturday)Fr Concord
th
• 20 December (Sunday)Fr Tony
st
• 21 December (Monday)Fr Wayne
nd
• 22 December (Tuesday)Fr Jayan
rd
• 23 December (Wednesday)Fr Jaybee
th
• 24 December (Thursday)Fr Pierre

Pamphlets are available in the church and parish office. Please
take a copy. Our Mass times were also published in the Mandurah
Mail newspaper (page 47) on the week of 14 December.
Please check our noticeboard and bulletin for Christmas activities.

Could all Parish Groups please inform the office of the days and times that you
require the parish Centre for 2021.
If you can send them through to us in writing or email, that is very
much appreciated. Thank you for your cooperation.

Sacrament of Reconciliation with
Liturgy on 21 December (Monday) from 7pm to 8pm.

The Parish Office
will be closed on 25 December and will re-open on 4th January 2021.
th

Our Church Guardians
are on their holiday break and will resume on 11th January 2021.

Due to holiday break, may we request for an early submission
of bulletin notices for timely preparation and production.
Please be reminded of the cut-off dates:
for 26-27 Dec bulletin – please submit on or before
21 December at 1pm.
2-3 January 2021 bulletin—please submit on or before
29 December at 1pm.
Thanks for your understanding and cooperation.
Merry Christmas to all! - office girls
The Christmas Offering Envelopes will serve as a personal
gift to our Priests—Fr Johny, Fr Albin and Fr Anson.
The first collections gathered from the Christmas Eve and
Christmas Day Masses are set aside for our priests to show
how loved and appreciated they are in our parish.
Our Priests are very grateful of this tradition.
Thank you for your kindness and generosity.
The envelopes are available on the pews starting this weekend.

Car Parking. All parishioners, please be reminded that the parking bays along the

parish centre walk way are designed for two cars. Cars that are parked at the rear must
leave immediately following Mass.
Also, cars are not allowed to be parked on the verge of Creery and Stevenson Streets.
The ‘keep clear bay’ in front of the parish centre must also be kept clear at all times.
Please drive safely. Thank you for your cooperation.

Note: Our Parish Office will be closed between 12noon and 2pm on Wednesday,
23rd December for a Staff Christmas gathering.

Thank you to all parents and friends who came and watched the nativity play.

Fr Johny with our Parish Religious Education Program Teachers (PREP)(from left) Leisel Pereira, Bernadette Scharf, Pam Aitkins, Vanessa Dicker, Lana Carter,
Cornelius Van Dyk, Elizabeth Disney, Margaret Mander, Pauline Dixon

Students enjoying their Christmas Party
after the Nativity play

Fr Johny handing out Christmas presents
to our PREP Teachers

Please join us in welcoming and congratulating the Women Altar Ministers
who will be installed by our Vicar General Rev. Fr Tony Chiera
at the 9:30am Mass this Sunday, 20 December 2020.
Trudy Wilkinson
Cynthia Mar Galindo
Cindy Bovell
Grace Lazaroo
Roesmary Van Schoor
Beneth Eddison
Eleanor Della Bosca
Lucia Anning-Chan
Elma Coverley
Mary McClean
You did not choose me but I chose you.
And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last…. –John 15:16

Reintroduction of Contact Registers: a Mandatory
Requirement

Registration of all People attending Church Services as from the 5th
December 2020 and every church service until the Restriction is
changed by the WA Government.



We have 2 options to Register:
•
on a Paper Based List or
•
by using SafeWA App on your Smart Phone
Note: Everyone over the age of 16 years must be registered.

Before entering our Church and Parish Centre,
please register:
Using SafeWA App

The QR Codes (Smart App Codes) have been set up for the Parish
and are displayed at the Main Door and the Side Door.

Paper Registration

Registration sheets will only be available at the Main Door.

“When you search for me, you will find me; if you seek me with all your heart”
Jeremiah 29:13

Ever feel like you’re searching for something, but don’t know what? That you
have questions but no answers? If we wanted to search for meaning, purpose
and even maybe God, where would we start and how do we go about it? Once
we have found some answers, or even more questions, how do we know that
they are good? These are the some of the topics we will explore at the ‘Search,
Seek, Find’ Diocesan Summer Camp.
Sign up for an awesome 4 days at our beautiful Catholic Youth Camp right on the beach in
Busselton! Open to young people aged 13 – 18 years old.
There is great activities, music, games, inspiring faith speakers, unique prayer experiences
and awesome people! In it's ninth year, the Diocesan Summer Camp is a life changing
event for many young people - some of which you will meet and hear from on camp! All
young people are welcomed to join!
If you like making new friends, music, games and are open to experiencing faith in new,
exciting and challenging ways than come along - we would love to have you with us!
Prices: Normal Registration of $65 – Closes 5th of January 2021*
Late Registration $80 - after 5th of January 2021*
*Booking Fees Apply
Regsiter via Brushfire @ https://catholicdioceseofbunbury.brushfire.com/events/485710
Email: dioyouth@bunburycatholic.org.au with any questions.

Preparing to hear God’s word
When Mary learned that she was going to have a baby, she was afraid and unsure about
what to do. But Mary trusted God.
When we are afraid and not sure what to do, we can ask Mary to help us just like we can ask
our Mums to help us.

The gospel story
In today’s gospel reading, the angel has a special question for Mary.
The angel asks Mary if she would agree to be the mother of Jesus.
Even though Mary was confused, she said yes.
Mary agreed to be a part of bringing Jesus into our world so that God could be with us.

Reflecting on the gospel
Nothing is impossible for God. Mary wondered about this – how could she become the
mother of God?
Perhaps there are some things that you feel are impossible but would still like to happen.
Spend a few quiet minutes thinking and praying about this. You can talk to God about
anything at all

Commentaries
Our spirit of hope has been growing in intensity as the weeks of Advent have passed. In
a rather paradoxical way we have been encouraged to look forward by progressively
moving back in time. We began with the final day of the Lord, then turned our attention
to the mission of John the Baptist, and now we focus on the birth of the Messiah.
All this looking both to the future and to the past serves but one purpose: that we live
joyfully and faithfully in the present. Such a simple thing to state, but such a challenge
to achieve. It is only by God’s grace that we can live in the present, free from the
burden of a dead past and untroubled by fear of an unknown future. For this grace we
give thanks today.

Christmas closing hours - St.Vincent DePaul Conference - Mandurah

Our office closes this week on Friday the 18th December 2020.
Opening again on Monday the 11th January 2021.
Our appointments and "Covid Safe" regulations will operate as usual on reopening.

By Fr Anson Antony OCD

St. Stephen- December 26

Just after Christmas, the Catholic Church remembers its first martyr,
and one of its first deacons, Saint Stephen. Roman Catholics
celebrate his feast Dec. 26, while Eastern Catholics honor him one day later.
In the Acts of the Apostles, St. Luke praises St. Stephen as a man full of faith and the
Holy Spirit, who did great wonders and signs among the people during the earliest
days of the Church. Luke's history of the period also includes the moving scene of
Stephen's death witnessed by St. Paul before his conversion at the hands of those who
refused to accept Jesus as the Jewish Messiah.

Stephen himself was a Jew who most likely came to believe in Jesus during the Lord's
ministry on earth. He may have been among the 70 disciples whom Christ sent out as
missionaries, who preached the coming of God's kingdom while traveling with almost no
possessions.
This spirit of detachment from material things continued in the early
Church, in which St. Luke says believers had all things in common and
would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all,
as any had need. But such radical charity ran up against the cultural
conflict between Jews and Gentiles, when a group of Greek widows felt
neglected in their needs as compared to those of a Jewish background.
Stephen's reputation for holiness led the Apostles to choose him, along
with six other men, to assist them in an official and unique way as this
dispute arose. Through the sacramental power given to them by Christ, the Apostles
ordained the seven men as deacons, and set them to work helping the widows.
As a deacon, Stephen also preached about Christ as the fulfillment of the Old Testament
law and prophets. Unable to refute his message, some members of local synagogues
brought him before their religious authorities, charging him with seeking to destroy their
traditions.
Stephen responded with a discourse recorded in the seventh chapter of the Acts of the
Apostles. He described Israel's resistance to God's grace in the past, and accused the
present religious authorities of opposing the Holy Spirit and rejecting the Messiah.

Before he was put to death, Stephen had a vision of Christ in glory. Look, he told the
court, I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!
The council, however, dragged the deacon away and stoned him to death. While they
were stoning Stephen, he prayed, Lord Jesus, receive my spirit, records St. Luke in
Acts 7. Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, Lord, do not hold this sin
against them. When he had said this, he died.
The first Christian martyrdom was overseen by a Pharisee named Saul later Paul, and
still later St. Paul whose own experience of Christ would transform him into a believer,
and later a martyr himself.
Source https://www.catholicnewsagency.com

We offer our deepest condolences and prayers to the families.
Late MRS KAY PATRICIA NEWTON

Funeral Mass will be held on 22/12/2020
at 11 am in our Church.
Late MRS Maria SMARGIASSI (nee Scibilia)

The Funeral Mass for Mrs Maria Smargiassi (nee Scibilia) of Collie
was held in St Kieran's Catholic Church,
cnr Cape and Waterloo St's, Osborne Park
at 2:30 pm on Friday (18/12/2020).
Nic and Maria were previously from Collie, but lived in Lakelands for a few years now.

MADELINE GAMMAGE
Daughter of Gareth & Alyce

Our Lady’s Assumption Catholic Parish
wishes these families all the best and
welcomes them into our Parish
Community. May the beautiful gift of

NICHOLAS CYRUS JUNSAY
Son of Reginald & Concepcion

Baptism be enriched within their family

JACK MICHAEL MIKKELSON
Son of Stephen & Rebecca

children's life.

and friends and for the rest of the
God bless.

THANK YOU. Huge thanks to all volunteers who helped us complete the Parish
Census for this year. God bless you all! — Parish Office

CHRISTMAS ROSTER
December 24th
8PM Mass: CHURCH: Lector Susan Macdonald —Commentator –Loretta Turner
Parish Centre: Lector- Deacon Michael-Commentator ________
Midnight Mass: Church: Lector Popov – Commentator– Marie Almond
Christmas Day 25th
8AM Mass: Church: Lector Julia Shewring- Commentator– Jenni Srdarev
Parish Centre:Lector– Zeli Eigures-Commentator-Liz Butson
10AM Mass: Church: Lector Hugh Tinney- Commentator _______
Parish Centre: Lector________-Commentator___________
New Years Eve 31st
9AM Mass: Church: Lector Hugh Tinney
Midnight Mass: Church: Lector-Elizabeth Disney -CommentatorNew Years Day 1st
10AM Mass: Church: Lector Hugh Tinney-Commentator– Jenni Srdarev

Saturday 19 December 2020
6:00 pm—Aaron Doulton
Sunday 20 December 2020
8:00 am—Janis Purvinskis
9:30 am—Frances Grey
6.00 pm—Volunteer
Saturday 24 December 2020
6:00 pm—Youth
8.00pm—Sue Ellul
Sunday 25 December 2020 Christmas Day
Midnight Mass—Volunteer
8:00 am—Jenny Porter
10.00am—Frances Grey
Saturday 26 December 2020
6:00 pm—Sue Ellul
Sunday 27 December 2020
8:00 am—Shirley O’Connor
9:30 am—Cristina Iannetta
6.00 pm—Volunteer

Next Week’s Readings
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary
& Joseph (27 Dec)
Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14 or
Gen 15:1-6, 21:1-3;
Col 3:12-21 or
Heb 11:8, 11-12, 17-19;
Lk 2:22-40

Pilgrim Statue

This week the Pilgrim statue
will be at the home of:
20 Dec—Judith Court
27 Dec—Judith Court

Saturday 19 December 2020
6:00 pm—Alex Popov, Marie Almond
Sunday 20 December 2020
8:00 am—Joy McCleay, Dawn Chown
09:30 am—Micaela Lazaroo, Loretta Turner
6.00 pm—Youth Group
Saturday 26 December 2020
6:00 pm—Susan Macdonald, Ruth Daly
Sunday 27 December 2020
8:00 am—Jenni Srdarev, Elizabeth Disney
09:30 am—Darryl Teo, Dave Ajero
6.00 pm—Youth Group

Regular MASS, ADORATION &
RECONCILIATION TIMES
Monday 7.30am
Tuesday 7.30am, 9am
Wed 7.30am & 5.00pm
Thursday 7.30am, 9am
Friday 7.30am & 5.00pm
Saturday 7.30am, Vigil 6.00pm
Sunday 8.00am, 9.30am & 6.00pm
Continuous Adoration of the Most
Blessed Sacrament: Mon, Tues, Wed,
Thurs 8am-3pm (note: Continuous
Adoration is cancelled. To resume on 11
January 2021. Reconciliation: after
Weekly Masses & before weekend
Masses. Please see noticeboard and back
page of the bulletin for current parish
events and Mass times.

Day

Church

Parish Centre

SUNDAY 20/12
4th Sunday of Advent

5.00am—Dawn Mass
7.30am—Rosary
8.00am—Mass
9.30am—Mass
10.45am—Baptism
11.30am—Baptism
6.00pm—Mass

MONDAY 21/12

5.00am—Dawn Mass
6.45am—Rosary, Morning Prayer
7.30am— Mass
7.00pm—Sacrament of Reconciliation with
Liturgy

TUESDAY 22/12

5.00am—Dawn Mass
6.45am—Rosary, Morning Prayer
7.30am—Mass
9.00am—Mass
11.00am-Funeral

WEDNESDAY 23/12

5.00am—Dawn Mass
6.45am—Rosary, Morning Prayer
7.30am— Mass
Novena to Our Mother of Perpetual Help
4.00pm-Nativity Play Practice
5.00pm—Mass

THURSDAY 24/12

5.00am—Dawn Mass
6.45am—Rosary, Morning Prayer
7.30am—Mass
9.00am—Mass
6.00pm—Family Mass at Mandurah Catholic College
Gymnasium (Nativity Play before the Mass)
8.00pm—Mass
12.00am—Mass (Carols before the Mass)

FRIDAY 25/12
The Nativity of the Lord
CHRISTMAS DAY

8.00am—Mass
10.00am—Mass
(no evening Mass)

SATURDAY 26/12
St Stephen, The first Martyr

6.45am—Rosary, Morning Prayer
7.30am—Mass
6.00pm—Vigil Mass

(Office Closed)

SUNDAY 27/12
The Holy Family of Jesus,
Mary and Joseph

7.30am—Rosary
8.00am—Mass (Installation 3 Acolytes)
9.30am—Mass
6.00pm—Mass

(Office Closed)

Fr Johny Arattukulam - Parish Priest
Fr Albin Odippattil—Assistant Parish Priest
Fr Anson Antony—Assistant Parish Priest
Michael Phillips - Deacon
Ernie Carey– Retired Deacon
Vivien de Winter/Alison Caingcoy—Office Staff

(Office Closed)

10am—Legion of
Mary

Parish Office– 8 Stevenson St, Mandurah WA 6210
Ph-9581 2061/9581 3261
Presbytery– 6 Stevenson St, Mandurah
Church– Creery St., Mandurah WA 6210
Emails-Admin & Bulletin:
catholicparish@westnet.com.au
Accounts: viv.catholicparish@westnet.com.au
Website: www.olaparishmh.org.au

