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Served by the Discalced Carmelite Friars

2nd Sunday of Advent (Year B)
5th December & 6th December 2020

Make straight the paths of the Lord.

2nd Sunday of the Advent
Voice of John the Baptist: During the season of Advent, John the Baptist is
remembered for his legacy. He does not say “Season’s greetings’ but “Repent!”
He is such an odd figure for this season. He usually comes around this time of
the year. But we won’t find him in the media advertisements nor will he appear
in our Christmas decorations or even in the Nativity scene. He looks like a
misfit for the season, wearing a garment made of camel hair and a rough
leather belt round his waist. He does not eat turkey and ham, but locust and
wild honey.
These days we find everywhere decorated Christmas trees. John the Baptist
looks at our Christmas trees, whether real or fake, and then he says: Any tree
that fails to bear good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire. And we
know what he is talking about – the trees of our lives, and whether we are
bearing real good fruit, or bad rotten fruit. And with that, we will understand
his message. Without repentance, there can be no real good fruit. Without
repentance, our Christmas is going to be plastic and tinsel. As we listen to the
call for repentance, let us bring before Jesus the trees of our lives and to let
Jesus cut off all that is rotten and bad, so that we can truly realise what is real
and good.
Voice of WA Government: We are all aware of the Government’s latest
guidelines to be observed in our churches and community centres from 5 th
December onwards. Hereafter, we can accommodate more people into our
church with 60 percentage of the total capacity. Our parish has already put up
QR code registrations at the entrance of the church and the parish centre. We
request all of you to download the SafeWA app individually so that we may
have an easy access to our churches and community centres. We also have a
facility where you can register manually. You will find more details about it in
a separate page of this bulletin.
Voice of Fr. Tony: We thank Fr. Tony for his rich Advent input he had given us
on 28th November. He was like a John the Baptist preparing our way to the
Lord. The parishioners from Harvey, Pinjarra, Rockingham and Mandurah
came to listen him. Around 46 people attended to this half day programme.
Thanks to the PPC members and Elma for arranging parish centre and catering.
Voice of PREP: Congratulations to our Prep school for the Nativity play held
in the parish centre on 2nd December. It was well organised by the teachers and
attended by their parents. They conveyed a beautiful message by their singing
and dancing.
Continued on to next page...

Voice of the Volunteers: We thank St. Vincent de Paul Society for putting up
Vinnies Christmas Tree for charity. We thank the Catenians of our parish for
distributing Rosary Pamphlets to MCC, ACPS and to our parish. We thank
Melinda Dovan for decorating the Advent wreath and candles. And finally, we
thank Nick Collins, Kathy Collins, Danika and Cindy for putting up the
Christmas tree and Christmas Lanterns in the church.
Have a beautiful weekend!
Fr. Johny Arattukulam, O.C.D.

Advent Wreath Ceremony

Sat 6 pm

Nguyen Family

Sun 8 am

Margaret & Zeli

Presider: The Presider or assistant lights the second
Sun 9.30am
candle which can be named the John the Baptist
Sun 6 pm
Candle. John the Baptist was the one who prepared the
way for the Lord.

Galindo Family
Dimaguya Family

V. Lord Jesus, your coming was proclaimed by the prophet Isaiah who described you as a
‘shepherd feeding his flock, gathering the lambs in his arms’. The Plenary Council invited
us to be a Humble, Healing and Merciful community. Like the shepherd may we be
people with arms outstretched in love.
Response: Come, Lord Jesus.
V. Lord Jesus, you will come again. St Peter reminds us to live holy and saintly lives while
we wait and long for the Day of God to come. Waiting can be filled with anxiety. The
unexpected can be frightening. Help us to live in the Spirit always.
Response: Come, Lord Jesus.
V. Lord Jesus, you will call us to Baptism in the Holy Spirit. Be with us
as we ‘Listen to what the Spirit is saying’ throughout the journey of the
Plenary Council.
Response: Come, Lord Jesus.
You are invited to complete the green “new parishioner” form at the
entrance to the Church. It can then be placed in the
collection basket or left at the Parish Office.
PLEASE NOTE: All information given is kept strictly confidential.

First Reading
A reading from the prophet Isaiah

40:1–5, 9–11

'Console my people, console them' says your God.
'Speak to the heart of Jerusalem and call to her
that her time of service is ended, that her sin is atoned for,
that she has received from the hand of the Lord
double punishment for all her crimes.'
A voice cries, 'Prepare in the wilderness a way for the Lord.
Make a straight highway for our God across the desert.
Let every valley be filled in, every mountain and hill be laid low,
let every cliff become a plain, and the ridges a valley;
then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed and all mankind shall see it;
for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.' Go up on a high mountain,
joyful messenger to Zion. Shout with a loud voice,
joyful messenger to Jerusalem. Shout without fear,
say to the towns of Judah, 'Here is your God.'
Here is the Lord coming with power, his arm subduing all things to him.
The prize of his victory is with him, his trophies all go before him.
He is like a shepherd feeding his flock, gathering lambs in his arms,
holding them against his breast and leading to their rest the mother ewes.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM

R. Lord, let us see your kindness, and grant us your salvation.
I will hear what the Lord God has to say,
a voice that speaks of peace,
peace for his people.
His help is near for those who fear him
and his glory will dwell in our land. R.

Mercy and faithfulness have met;
justice and peace have embraced.
Faithfulness shall spring from the earth
and justice look down from heaven. R.
The Lord will make us prosper
and our earth shall yield its fruit.
Justice shall march before him
and peace shall follow his steps . R.

SECOND Reading
A reading from the second letter of St Peter
3:8–14
There is one thing, my friends, that you must never forget: that with the Lord, 'a day'
can mean a thousand years, and a thousand years is like a day. The Lord is not being
slow to carry out his promises, as anybody else might be called slow; but he is being
patient with you all, wanting nobody to be lost and everybody to be brought to change
his ways. The Day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then with a roar the sky will
vanish, the elements will catch fire and fall apart, the earth and all that it contains will
be burnt up.
Since everything is coming to an end like this, you should be living holy and saintly
lives while you wait and long for the Day of God to come, when the sky will dissolve
in flames and the elements melt in the heat. What we are waiting for is what he
promised: the new heavens and new earth, the place where righteousness will be at
home. So then, my friends, while you are waiting, do your best to live lives without
spot or stain so that he will find you at peace.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia!
Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths:
all people shall see the salvation of God.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL
A reading from the Gospel according to Mark
1:1–8
The beginning of the Good News about Jesus Christ, the Son of God.
It is written in the book of the prophet Isaiah:
Look, I am going to send my messenger before you; he will prepare your way.
A voice cries in the wilderness: Prepare a way for the Lord,
make his paths straight, and so it was that John the Baptist appeared in the
wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. All
Judaea and all the people of Jerusalem made their way to him, and as they were
baptised by him in the river Jordan they confessed their sins. John wore a garment
of camel-skin, and he lived on locusts and wild honey. In the
course of his preaching he said, 'Someone is following me,
someone who is more powerful than I am, and I am not fit to
kneel down and undo the strap of his sandals. I have baptised
you with water, but he will baptise you with the Holy Spirit.'
Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.

Our Lady’s Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary
December 8th is a special hour from 12 noon to 1pm for special graces!
All welcome. Hope to see you in the Church.
Request of Our Heavenly Mother for the Hour of Grace:
1. To be started from 12 noon until 1 p.m. (one full hour of prayer);
2. During this hour the person making the Hour of Grace either at home or in a church must put
away all distractions;
3. Begin the Hour of Grace by praying three times the 51st Psalm.
4. The rest of the Hour of Grace may be spent in silent communication with God, adoring the
Sacred Host, meditating upon the Passion of Jesus, saying the Holy Rosary, praising God in
your own way or by using favorite prayers, singing hymns, etc.

Source https://www.catholic-church.org/

CHRISTMAS EVE FAMILY MASS

Before the 6pm Mass on Christmas Eve, there will be a Nativity
Play. It will be interactive throughout the 6pm mass with many
parts. Therefore many children for the play and high school
children for reading and narrators will be required.

Three practices will be held on

Wednesday afternoon 9th & 16th December from 4pm
~For Kindy to Yr 6/7 children
and the final practice Sunday 23rd December after the 9.30am Sunday mass.
~For Children and Youth.
All Practices will be approx. 30 - 40 mins ~ in the Parish Church
We hope to see all children available on the 9th December for our first practice
- The Liturgy Committee -

- You

are invited -

Everyone is welcome to join the
breakfast after the Mass. For
those who wish to be included in
the list of breakfast sponsors and
volunteers to clean up, please put
your name on the list at the back
of the church.

Sacrament of Reconciliation with
Liturgy on 21 December (Monday) from 7pm to 8pm.
Diocesan Advent Program

Copies of the Diocesan Advent Program 2020 are now available in the
office. $2/copy. Thank you.

OUR LADY’S ASSUMPTION CATHOLIC PARISH
invites you to our

Parish Christmas Party

Let us celebrate together and share the Christmas cheer!

- 11 December 2020 (Friday) starting with a Mass at 5pm
followed by a simple
celebration in our
Church grounds

- carols - music - dance - free sausage sizzle – games for kids
Feel free to bring your snack/food. BYO.
Please put your name on the list at the back of
the church for catering purposes.
Inquiries: Please contact the parish office.

Please take a copy.

PCY End of Year Update 2020
Peel Catholic Youth (PCY) started back up again this year, energised and ready to serve the
young people of the Mandurah, Pinjarra, Waroona and Dawesville parishes. Our first youth
gathering was on 11 October on the theme of ‘Uncertainty and Connection’. Our next three
youth gatherings on 25th October, 8th November and 22nd November focused on different
prayer experiences, with the themes of ‘What is Prayer?’, ‘Praise and Worship’ and ‘Ways of
Worship’. We are so grateful to all the young people who have enthusiastically and fully
participated in our youth gatherings so far! They have been full of enlightening discussions
on each young person’s faith journey, experiences and personal relationship with God, as
well as delicious food, wonderful friends and marvellous games. We had a fantastic
Christmas-themed youth gathering on 6 December, which is also our last one for 2020 as we
will be taking a break over the December-January period. We will be back with the first
youth gathering on 7 February 2021, so mark your calendars! We are looking forward to a
spectacular 2021, where young people will continue to grow in their faith and their
relationship with God, while making friends and memories along the way. We call on all the
young people between the ages of 12 and 25 to come join us next year for our future youth
gatherings, and we look forward to seeing you there!

Katherine Magpily
PCY Secretary

Reintroduction of Contact Registers: a Mandatory Requirement
Registration of all People attending Church Services as from the 5th
December 2020 and every church service until the Restriction is
changed by the WA Government.



We have 2 options to Register:
•
on a Paper Based List or
•
by using SafeWA App on your Smart Phone
Note: Everyone over the age of 16 years must be registered.

Before entering our Church, please register:
Using SafeWA App

The QR Codes (Smart App Codes) have been set up for the Parish
and are displayed at the Main Door and the Side Door.

Paper Registration

Registration sheets will only be available at the Main Door.

Setting up your personal account on
SafeWA
1. Download SafeWA
You can download SafeWA from: Apple's App Store or Google Play.
2. Create an account
• Tap the individual icon.
• Enter your information.
• Create a password.
Enter the security PIN sent via SMS to verify your account.
3. Check in
•Open the SafeWA app.
Scan the venue or business's QR code to check in.
You can also add other people who are with you and do not have the app.
SafeWA support
For support, call 13COVID (13 26843).
For more information, visit:
https://www.wa.gov.au/organisation/covid-communications/covid-19-coronavirus-safewa

Luncheon in the Parish Centre after the Legion of Mary Mass for Deceased Members

Vinnies Christmas Appeal Mandurah
Conference
Vinnies is taking pressure off families by providing
food, emotional support, and paying for some of the
essentials. Help us help support families in Mandurah and Dawesville at breaking point
this Christmas.
The unprecedented number of job losses, the reduction in Job Seeker support, and the
looming end to the moratorium on evictions, plus an economy in recession for the first
time in decades all point to some difficult times ahead. We expect more people than ever
will turn to Vinnies to help get them through this difficult period.
This year our Mandurah Support Centre has used $168,000 to help 2450 people – 38%
were helped for the first time. You can help us financially, and with food.
Please place your financial donation* in the Vinnies envelope
available at the doors or near the Christmas Tree
Hand it to a Vinnies member
put it in the collection basket,
hand it into the Parish Office,
Post your donation but please do not post cash.
There is provision on the envelopes for paying by Credit card if that is
your preferred option.

Donate Online on the Vinnies WA website Christmas Appeal and put Mandurah in the
comments so it comes to our conference.
On our Christmas tree there are many colourful food tags. Please take as one or more tags,
purchase the items and leave in the box near the Christmas Tree. This will help feed
families in January as they prepare for the new school year.
*Donations of $2.00 and over are tax-deductible. Please provide details and tick the
box if you require a receipt
Advent has a twofold character—as a season to prepare for Christmas
when Christ’s first coming to us is remembered; as a season
when that remembrance directs the mind and heart to await
Christ’s second coming at the end of time. Advent is thus a period for
devout and joyful expectation. -excerpt from the Ordo

to all primary and secondary school students who are graduating this month.
We also congratulate the proud parents, guardians, families and their amazing
teachers. May God shower you with His overflowing blessings and protection.

The gospel story
The gospel this week starts with words from the prophet Isaiah:
“In the desert, someone is shouting, ‘Get the road ready for the Lord! Make a straight path
for him.”
Then it moves on to the story of John the Baptist.
John was the one shouting in the desert, telling people to turn back to God.
John baptised people with water in the Jordan River, but he also told the people that
someone more powerful than him would come and baptise them with the Holy Spirit.
That ‘someone more powerful’, was Jesus.

Reflecting on the gospel
Think carefully about John’s message. “Turn back to God… Then your sins will be forgiven.”
How might we change direction in our own lives to draw closer to God?
What should we try to change in our hearts and in our actions?

Commentaries
If the first Sunday of Advent serves as a bridge between Ordinary Time and Advent,
then the second Sunday is a stepping stone towards the feast of Christmas. Our horizon
changes. Without losing sight of the end times that lie before us, we begin to shift
focus to the event that transformed human history: the life, death and resurrection of
Jesus Christ.
We don’t home in immediately on the story of Jesus’ birth; that will come later. We
first allow ourselves to be drawn into ancient Israel’s deep and patient longing for the
Messiah. We retell the story of John the Baptist whose preaching echoes the prophets
of old and whose baptising ushers in a new era of grace. There is good news to be
heard, if we can find the time and space at this busy time of the year to listen to the
whisper of the Spirit in our hearts.

Pope’s December prayer intention: For a life of prayer
We pray that our personal relationship with Jesus Christ be nourished by the Word of
God and a life of prayer
“Through a life of prayer, it is possible to have a personal and profound relationship with
Jesus Christ and to change our hearts. Prayer—listening to Jesus, contemplating Jesus,
speaking with Him as with a friend—transforms our lives. It is the path to drawing closer
to the Father.+-Pope Francis (excerpt from ClicktoPray.org)

Lord Jesus,while we wait for your birth,
we ask you for the grace to care for others in our lives
and the space and time for prayer.
Let prayer be the environment where everything begins and everything ends.
In prayer we receive your inspiration
that leads us to love and serve our brothers and sisters.
In prayer we bring all the events to you to thank you and learn from them.
We ask you for the grace of fidelity
and the joy of meeting you in our hearts.
Our Father…

The Contour Window with artist Miles Carpenter

The project combined students from years 8 to 11, working in
groups to produce scenes from their favourite bible stories. The
groups were challenged with four grames to tell the story, while
one group created the colour designs for the decorative headpiece.
The student’s paintings were then photographed and printed onto a
transparent film; this was then stuck to clear Perspex. The frame is
an adaption of a traditional stain glass window design, routed,
painted and fixed together in five layers.
The resulting artwork depicts the student’s imagery in a stained-glass look that can be
displayed against a white wall or in front of a window for a resonant effect.
(texts taken from Unity—K-12 Mandurah Catholic College Art Exhibition catalogue)

The Contour Window was donated to our Parish by MCC.

LARA WINNIE TUDOR
Daughter of Stephen & Miru

Congratulations and God bless!

Are you planning to get your child baptised?
Please contact parish office to book an
appointment to meet with our Priest. The next
orientation or Pre-Baptism Night will be on 7th
January 2021 at 7 pm at the Parish Centre. For
more information about Baptism, please visit
our website or call the Parish Office 9581 2061.

Bishop Gerard’s CatholicCare
Christmas Appeal 2020
A reminder if you haven’t already done so, to please return your donation envelope and
place in the offertory basket. This years’ Appeal is for the valuable services of the St
Vincent de Paul Society. Donations of $2 or more are tax deductible. Spare envelopes are
available at the back of the Church or contact the Diocese on 9721 0500 if none are
available.

Now on sale at the Piety Stall-

Calendars

Columban and Josephite ($11.00)
Christmas Cards ($3/pack)
-Piety stall at the parish office Monday to Friday. 8 am to 4 pm

VISITATION. If you know someone seriously sick or in the hospital, please inform the
office. An available Priest or a member of the Legion of Mary will be able to visit him/her and
offer prayer support. Please contact 9581-2061.

Thank You!!! Many thanks to all who participated in the Advent Retreat last

Saturday and all those who helped. Our sincere thanks to Fr Tony Chiera for coming
over and for sharing with us the inspirational Advent reflection and message.
Frank O’Driscoll, Alysha Carboni, John Gilbertson, Joan Orchard, Joan McKay,
George Tacey, Jenny Stokic, Sue Short, Sheila Pearce, Joanne Ford, Leah Hardie,
Lesley Mertens, Sean Mahoney, Jodie Donnelly, Mikayla Wilton, Peter Young, Roy
& Jan Payne, Grace Moore, Aldine Wheldon, Daryl Winters, Merle Johnson, Trish
Mulcahy, Oliver, Norma Hales, David Naughton, Dulcie Kent, Anita Doran,
Herbert Lenard, Taylor Green, Margaret McGuiness, Les Pearson, Beryl Fitzgerald,
Louisa & Luigi Bove, Anne-Marie Fliegener, Bill Kociaruba, Johnson Joseph, Fiona Davies-McConchie, Les
Burns, Sophie, Margaret Worthington, Tessie Plamonte, Cristina King, Irene Pini, Kate Whooley, Fr Chris
Warnock, Joshua Chernoff, Ron Nichols, Barbara Padua, Marie Aide, Raeleen Sutton, Jessica Amphlett,
Raegis Farrell, Barbara, Philip Giuffre, Liz Evans, Bill Copple, Dorothy Oliver, Chris Morris, Alan Edwards,
Joseph Godridge, Christian Vimpany, Kylie Godridge, Mark Bussanich, Amber, Elsie Medina, Markus
Ruescher, Angie Mae, Greg Lewis, Joan Marshall, Kevin Scanlon, Eunice Hope, Mia Hoppee, Greg Carter,
Sue Murphy, Michelle Stafford, Debra Keena, Joy Brokenshire, Jenny S., Brendan Davidson, Neil Stewart,
Moyra Naughton, John Wilcox, Lea Fajardo, Josie Yuzon, Tania Ward, Jemma Hill and all those who are
sick and all those affected by Covid-19. Please advise the office if any of the above names
need to be removed.

Saturday 5 December 2020
6:00 pm—Helen Crosbie
Sunday 6 December 2020
8:00 am—Martin Major
9:30 am—Cynthia Galindo
6.00 pm—Volunteer
Saturday 12 December 2020
6:00 pm—V Dicker

Next Week’s Readings
Third Sunday of Advent (13 Dec)
Is 61:1-2, 10-11;
1 Thess 5:16-24;
Jn 1:6-8, 19-28

Sunday 13 December 2020
8:00 am—Joy Mc Cleay, Leah
9:30 am—Leah Geonzon
6.00 pm—Volunteer

Choir

-Saturday 6pm-

Saturday 5 December 2020
6:00 pm—Kathleen Coles, Susan Macdonald

Barrie Dearle (coordinator)
-Sunday 8amElizabeth Disney (coordinator)
-1st Sunday 9:30amMark Blagden (coordinator)
-Sunday 6pmYouth Group
(Jag Magpily-coordinator)

Sunday 6 December 2020
8:00 am—Elizabeth Disney, Liz Butson
09:30 am—Eric Paraguya, Hugh Tinney
6.00 pm—Mandurah Catholic College

Saturday 12 December 2020
6:00 pm—Marie Almond, Alex Popov

Pilgrim Statue

Sunday 13 December 2020
8:00 am—Anne Ringrose, Joy McCleay
09:30 am—Emilie Barroa, Karmela Messineo
6.00 pm—Youth Group

This week the Pilgrim statue
will be at the home of:
5 Dec—Alice D’Monte
12 Dec—Patsy Bonser
20 Dec—Judith Court

OUR CHURCH’S VISION STATEMENT. We are Catholic Family,
who, drawing together on our traditions and diversity,
seek to respond to God’s call. As a Pastoral community,
we strive to nurture the Spiritual growth of all.

Regular MASS, ADORATION &
RECONCILIATION TIMES
Monday 7.30am
Tuesday 7.30am, 9am
Wed 7.30am & 5.00pm
Thursday 7.30am, 9am
Friday 7.30am & 5.00pm
Saturday 7.30am, Vigil 6.00pm
Sunday 8.00am, 9.30am & 6.00pm

If anyone would like the Pilgrim
Statue for Anniversaries,
birthdays, etc.
please ring Rosemary
Rana on 0438 916 165.

Continuous Adoration
of the Most Blessed Sacrament:
Mon, Tues, Wed, Thurs
8am-3pm
Reconciliation: after Weekly Masses
& before weekend Masses
Please Note: Please see noticeboard and
back page of the bulletin for parish
events and Mass times.
Please visit our website:

Day

Church

Parish Centre

SUNDAY 6/12
2nd Sunday of Advent

7.30am—Rosary
8.00am—Mass
9.30am—Mass
10.45am—Baptism
6.00pm—Mass

(Office Closed)
4pm-Peel Catholic
Youth Christmas
Gathering

MONDAY 7/12
St Ambrose

6.45am—Rosary, Morning Prayer
7.30am— Mass
5.30pm—Mandurah Catholic College
Year 6 Graduation Mass

7pm—Bible Timeline

TUESDAY 8/12
6.45am—Rosary, Morning Prayer
St Immaculate Conception 7.30am—Mass
of the Blessed Virgin Mary 9.00am—Mass
12noon—Feast of Immaculate
Conception Holy Hour

10am—Legion of Mary
1pm—Finance
Committee Meeting

WEDNESDAY 9/12

4pm-Nativity Play
6.45am—Rosary, Morning Prayer
Practice
7.30am— Mass
Novena to Our Mother of Perpetual Help
5.00pm—Mass

THURSDAY 10/12

6.45am—Rosary, Morning Prayer
7.30am—Mass
9.00am—Mass

10am-Grief Support

FRIDAY 11/12

6.45am—Rosary, Morning Prayer
7.30am—Mass
5.00pm—Mass

After 5pm MassPARISH
CHRISTMAS
PARTY

SATURDAY 12/12

6.45am—Rosary, Morning Prayer
7.30am—Mass
9.30am—Choir Practice
10.45am—Baptism
6.00pm—Mass

(Office Closed)

SUNDAY 13/12
3rd Sunday of Advent

7.30am—Rosary
8.00am—Mass
9.30am—Mass
10.45am—Baptism
6.00pm—Mass

(Office Closed)

Fr Johny Arattukulam - Parish Priest
Fr Albin Odippattil—Assistant Parish Priest
Fr Anson Antony—Assistant Parish Priest
Michael Phillips - Deacon
Ernie Carey– Retired Deacon
Vivien de Winter/Alison Caingcoy—Office Staff

Parish Office– 8 Stevenson St, Mandurah WA 6210
Ph-9581 2061/9581 3261
Presbytery– 6 Stevenson St, Mandurah
Church– Creery St., Mandurah WA 6210
Emails-Admin & Bulletin:
catholicparish@westnet.com.au
Accounts: viv.catholicparish@westnet.com.au
Website: www.olaparishmh.org.au
Office Hours: 8am-12.30pm, 1pm-4pm Mon-Fri

