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Served by the Discalced Carmelite Friars

3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year B)

23rd & 24th January 2021

3rd Sunday of the Year
“Come, follow me”
The invitation Jesus gave to those two sets of brothers, ‘come, follow me’, is addressed
to each one of us. In our case that call will not mean leaving our jobs, if we are fortunate enough to have one, or, much less, leaving our families. Yet, the call of our Lord
will always involve the opening up of some new horizon or other. In calling on us to
follow him, Jesus is always opening us up to broader horizons, to God’s perspective on
life. For the proclamation of the kingdom, He chose 12 men of ordinary life. In doing
so, this is what Jesus is telling us. Even for the simplest of persons, God has a task and
a mission for him. God does not write off anyone. But we can write ourselves off. This
happens when we become too proud of ourselves and do not rely on God anymore. We
do not need high qualifications to do the most important things in life. To those He
calls, He will qualify and justify.

Advance Australia Fair
Australia Day marks the anniversary of the day Captain Arthur Phillip first raised the
British flag at Sydney Cove on 26 January 1788. It is a designated public holiday with
hundreds of small and large events taking place across the nation. In towns and cities
there are community breakfasts, beach parties, corroborees and concerts, parades and
pageants, sporting events, cultural and historic exhibitions and fireworks displays. Citizenship ceremonies are held to welcome new residents. It’s a day for Australians to
celebrate everything that’s great about being Australian.
We are disciples of Jesus but also citizens of our world. We are the people of this land
Australia and called to work together, with all our differences to live out our humanity
with respect for all. We are challenged to safeguard the precious gift of life, especially
the most vulnerable of all, life in the womb, and to fly the flag for all life especially the
sick and the elderly. We know that society in Australia is far from perfect, yet we do
our best to make our contribution to wholesomeness, integrity and respect for every
citizen. So as we thank God today and reflect on our being so blessed, we are realistic
about the challenges of being a great nation.

Jai Ho India
January 26th is celebrated across India too as a National Day. India celebrates it as
Republic Day. The Indian Constitution came into effect on January 26, 1950. I take
this occasion to recall the message of our Prime Minister Scott Morrison sent to the Indian Prime Minister on the last Republic day: "The heart of this thriving relationship is
the 700,000–strong Indian Australian community, who open new pathways of dialogue
and nurture essential links with our old and valued friend. Our cultures might be different, but we believe in similar things. We believe of the supremacy of the ballot-box in
our national life; in the rule of law; in institutions that safeguard rights; and the responsibility of free people to build a better world. It was 'a wonderful co-incidence in history' that India and Australia share the national day. This co-incidence means that we not
only celebrate our own countries but that of a friend as well”, he said. We wish India
all the blessings from the Lord so that they may grow and flourish in unity and prosperity.
Continued on to next page...

Commissioning Mass of PPC
The commissioning Mass of the Parish Pastoral Council members will be held on
31st Sunday January at 9.30 am. We acknowledged those who have completed
their term of office and served the Parish Pastoral Council and they are: Elma
Coverley, Miranda Swann, Marie Meehan, Rosemary Van Schoor (Vice Chair)
and Matthew Babu for their contribution and commitment to bring the light of
Christ to our parish. We also welcome the new members of the PPC and they are:
Vanessa Dicker, Denise Roberts (Vice Chair), Rob McAtee, Jenni Srdarev (Social
committee coordinator, Debbie Geddes and Mathew Ajero (Youth representative).
May they serve as a beacon of light in the life of our parish church.
Happy Australia Day! Happy Republic Day!
Fr. Johny Arattukulam, O.C.D.

The AUSTRALIA DAY MASS
will be held on
Tuesday 26th JANUARY
at 7.30 am and 9.00am.

ALL WELCOME.
Let us thank God and celebrate
living in Australia.

FIRST READING
A reading from the prophet Jonah

3:1-5,10

The word of the Lord was addressed to Jonah: 'Up!' he said 'Go to
Nineveh, the great city, and preach to them as I told you to.' Jonah set
out and went to Nineveh in obedience to the word of the Lord. Now
Nineveh was a city great beyond compare: it took three days to cross it.
Jonah went on into the city, making a day's journey. He preached in
these words, 'Only forty days more and Nineveh is going to be
destroyed.' And the people of Nineveh believed in God; they proclaimed
a fast and put on sackcloth from the greatest to the least.
God saw their efforts to renounce their evil behaviour. And God
relented: he did not inflict on them the disaster which he had threatened.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM
R. Teach me your ways, O Lord.
Lord, make me know your ways.
Lord, teach me your paths.
Make me walk in your truth, and teach me:
for you are God my saviour. R.
Remember your mercy, Lord,
and the love you have shown from of old.
In your love remember me,
because of your goodness, O Lord. R.
The Lord is good and upright.
He shows the path to those who stray,
he guides the humble in the right path;
he teaches his way to the poor. R.

SECOND READING
A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians 7:29-31
Brothers: our time is growing short. Those who have wives should live
as though they had none, and those who mourn should live as though
they had nothing to mourn for; those who are enjoying life should live as
though there were nothing to laugh about; those whose life is buying
things should live as though they had nothing of their own; and those
who have to deal with the world should not become engrossed in it. I say
this because the world as we know it is passing away.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia!
The Kingdom of God is near:
Believe the Good News!
Alleluia!

GOSPEL
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark

1:14–20

After John had been arrested, Jesus went into Galilee. There he
proclaimed the Good News from God. 'The time has come' he said 'and
the kingdom of God is close at hand. Repent, and believe the Good
News.'
As he was walking along by the Sea of Galilee he saw Simon and his
brother Andrew casting a net in the lake - for they were fishermen. And
Jesus said to them, 'Follow me and I will make you into fishers of men.'
And at once they left their nets and followed him.
Going on a little further, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother
John; they too were in their boat, mending their nets, he called them at
once, and, leaving their father Zebedee in the
boat with the men he employed, they went after
him.
Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.

PARISH RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAM 2021
(FOR ALL PARISH CHILDREN)
Enrolment for your child/children will be on 10th February (Wednesday)
from 4 – 4.45pm at the Parish Centre.
Classes will start the following Wednesday, 17th February, 4 - 5 pm at the Parish Centre.
Sacraments are offered as per Diocesan Guidelines as below.
Reconciliation:
Year 3 and above
First Communion: Year 4 and above
Confirmation:
Year 6 and above
ALL CHILDREN ARE WELCOME FROM KINDERGARTEN ONWARDS.




Please bring a copy of your child’s Baptismal Certificate
to registration, (if we don’t already have on file.)
The cost for each child will be $15.00.
Families – 2 or more children $30.00

Enquiries: Elizabeth Disney : 0423 408 126, Bernadette Scharf: 9535 4941
or email johnscharf@bigpond.com.au

Working with Children Cards – Renewing OnOn-line
Your WWC Card expires after three years. It is an offence for you to engage in childrelated work if your WWC Card has expired and you have not re-applied. For this reason,
we recommend you renew at least one month before your WWC card expires and no earlier
than three months before its expiry.
You can use the online renewal form if your WWC Card is currently valid but is due to
expire in three months and you have had no changes in your personal information since
your previous application. You need to be registered to use the online services offered by
the WWC Screening Unit and shown as eligible to apply online.
In order to complete your application on-line, it is important to use the following
information so that I can confirm you child-related work. If incorrect details are used I will
not receive a request from the WWC Screening Unit to confirm your child-related work and
your application may be withdrawn.
Person to confirm: Vivien de Winter
Position: Parish Secretary
Email address: viv.catholicparish@westnet.com.au
Phone number: 08 9581 2061
Address: 8 Stevenson Street, Mandurah W A 6210
Thank you for your continued support in keeping our Working with Children Register up to
date. The voluntary work you carry out in our parish is greatly appreciated.

Feast of the Infant Jesus celebration

Sto nino

Moyra Naughton
Congratulations on your 80th birthday
Our Parish was built by people like Moyra. Over the years Moyra has been active in the areas of office
work, choir, catechist and special minister of the Eucharist.
Now being house bound, Moyra felt very blest by having Fr. Anson celebrate a home Mass last Tuesday
for her 80th birthday.
Moyra you are a very special lady.

Preparing to hear God’s word
The gospel story
In rapid succession the opening verses of Mark’s gospel deal with the preaching of John the
Baptist and the baptism and the testing of Jesus. Today we hear about the start of Jesus’
public ministry. It begins under the shadow of the cross, “after John had been arrested”. At
the outset Mark wants to warn his readers that Jesus will be a suffering Messiah. All the
same, Jesus’ first words, his manifesto, are full of promise: “The time has come and the
kingdom of God is close at hand. Repent, and believe the Good News”.
Immediately Jesus calls disciples to be associated with him in his mission. In contrast to the
account that we heard from John’s gospel last Sunday, this is the more familiar story of the
call of the fishermen, Simon and Andrew, and James and John.
The reading is relatively short but full of action. In Mark’s gospel Jesus and his disciples
are constantly on the move. There is no time to waste, for “the kingdom of God is close at
hand”.

Readings & Commentaries
Even as the season of Ordinary Time begins to gather momentum, many may still be on
summer holidays or at least in a holiday frame of mind. Today’s readings have a dynamism
about them that jolt us out of our easy lethargy. Welcome or unwelcome, the call to repent –
to change our ways – is in the air.
We hear of the prophet Jonah’s successful mission to the Ninevites of old; we hear Jesus’
summons to his hearers to “repent and believe the Good News”; and we hear Paul the
apostle warning the Corinthians (and now us) that the approach of the end times calls for
freedom of heart. Most of the time we do not like change, even when it promises better
things. This Sunday is our opportunity to move into the new school and working year with a
willingness to “let go and let God”.
by Bruce Prewer in his book, Australia Prayers:

God of Australia....we bring you our gratitude
For the diversity and wealth of this land and its people;
For its weathered old mountains, fertile valleys and vast plains;
For its riches of mine and agriculture, forest, and grazing lands;
For the first Australians, who know and love this continent
With an intimate, profound sensitivity;
For the courage, vision and sacrifice of the early settlers;
For the diverse races who now call Australia home:
For these and all your gifts we offer you, O Lord, our joyful thankful hearts. Amen.

By Fr Anson Antony OCD

ST THOMAS AQUINAS
Thomas Aquinas is one of the great teachers of the medieval Catholic Church, honoured with the
titles Doctor of the Church and Angelic Doctor. Thomas was born during 1225 into a noble family, having relatives among the rulers of the Holy Roman Empire. His father Landulph was the
Count of Aquino, and his mother Theodora, the Countess of Teano. At age five, Thomas was
sent to study at Monte Cassino, the abbey founded by St. Benedict. At five he was given to the
Benedictine monastery at Monte Cassino in his parents’ hopes that he would choose that way of
life and eventually became abbot. In 1239, he was sent to Naples to complete his studies. It was
here that he was first attracted to Aristotle’s philosophy.
By 1243, Thomas abandoned his family’s plans for him and joined the Dominicans, much to his
mother’s dismay. On her order, Thomas was captured by his brother and kept at home for over a
year. Once free, he went to Paris and then to Cologne, where he finished his studies with Albert
the Great. He held two professorships at Paris, lived at the court of Pope Urban IV and directed
the Dominican schools at Rome and Viterbo.
His greatest contribution to the Catholic Church is his writings. The unity, harmony, and continuity of faith and reason, of revealed and natural human knowledge, pervades his writings. One
might expect Thomas, as a man of the gospel, to be an ardent defender of revealed truth. But he
was broad enough, deep enough, to see the whole natural order as coming from God the Creator,
and to see reason as a divine gift to be highly cherished.
The Summa Theologica, his last and, unfortunately, uncompleted work, deals with the whole of
Catholic theology. He stopped work on it after celebrating Mass on December 6, 1273. When
asked why he stopped writing, he replied, “I cannot go on…. All that I have written seems to me
like so much straw compared to what I have seen and what has been revealed to me.” He died
March 7, 1274. He was canonized in 1323, and made a Doctor of the Church in 1567.
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-thomas-aquinas

Great Sayings
-

God answers a knee-mail.
The best vitamin for a Christian is B1.
Prevent truth decay. Brush up on your Bible.
Don’t give up. Moses was once a basket case.
Give God what’s right, not what’s left.
A lot of kneeling will keep you in good standing.

Commissioning Mass for our Parish Councillors
31 January (Sunday) at the 9:30am Mass.
Let us express our gratitude to our Councillors who have
completed their term of office and give a warm welcome to those
who are joining us in 2021.

KIT GEORGE BLEKKENHORST
RUDY LUKA BLEKKENHORST
Sons of Luke & Georga

Our Lady’s Assumption Catholic Parish
wishes these families all the best and
welcomes them into our Parish
Community. May the beautiful gift of
Baptism be enriched within their family
and friends and for the rest of the
children's life. God bless.

Our Guardians will not be in the church on
Tuesday, 26 January, because of the public holiday.
The members of the Grief Support Ministry will meet on Saturday 30 January From 10a.m. to 12noon at the Parish
Centre. If any parishioner is interested in Joining the ministry you are welcome to attend to see what the ministry is
all about.
Margot McAllister
Coordinator 0427 777 810

Anniversary of Boating Tragedy
In Mandurah Estuary 28/1/59
On the afternoon of 28th January 1959 the tragic deaths of
three Irish Presentation Sisters - Sr Patricia, Sr Finbar and
Sr Joachim - and Irish priest, Fr Joseph Gerard O'Hara,
drowned after a boating accident,
in the Mandurah Estuary.
Our magnificent triangular stained glass window created for
our Church is both a memorial and a tribute to those
involved in the search and for the young priest and the three
nuns who drowned.-museum@manddurah.wa.gov.au
Wanted Male or Female to share house:
Own lockable bedroom, bathroom and toilet. Suit active pensioner. Phone 0407 19 18 66.
Frank O’Driscoll, Alysha Carboni, John Gilbertson, Joan Orchard, Joan McKay,
George Tacey, Jenny Stokic, Sue Short, Sheila Pearce, Joanne Ford, Leah Hardie,
Lesley Mertens, Sean Mahoney, Jodie Donnelly, Mikayla Wilton, Peter Young,
Roy & Jan Payne, Grace Moore, Aldine Wheldon, Daryl Winters, Merle Johnson,
Trish Mulcahy, Oliver, Norma Hales, David Naughton, Dulcie Kent, Anita Doran,
Herbert Lenard, Taylor Green, Margaret McGuiness, Les Pearson, Beryl
Fitzgerald, Louisa & Luigi Bove, Anne-Marie Fliegener, Bill Kociaruba, Johnson Joseph, Fiona DaviesMcConchie, Les Burns, Sophie, Margaret Worthington, Tessie Plamonte, Cristina King, Irene Pini, Kate
Whooley, Fr Chris Warnock, Joshua Chernoff, Ron Nichols, Barbara Padua, Marie Aide, Raeleen Sutton,
Jessica Amphlett, Raegis Farrell, Barbara, Philip Giuffre, Liz Evans, Bill Copple, Dorothy Oliver, Chris
Morris, Alan Edwards, Joseph Godridge, Christian Vimpany, Kylie Godridge, Mark Bussanich, Amber,
Elsie Medina, Markus Ruescher, Angie Mae, Greg Lewis, Joan Marshall, Kevin Scanlon, Eunice Hope, Mia
Hoppee, Greg Carter, Sue Murphy, Michelle Stafford, Debra Keena, Joy Brokenshire, Brendan Davidson,
Neil Stewart, Moyra Naughton, John Wilcox, Lea Fajardo, Josie Yuzon, Tania Ward, Jemma Hill, Sonja
& Geoff Martin, Dominic O’Sullivan and all those who are sick and all those affected by Covid-19.
Please advise the office if any of the above names need to be removed.

Saturday 23 January 2021
6:00 pm—Trudy Wilkinson
Sunday 24 January 2021
8:00 am—Shane Busuttil
9:30 am—Marion Ryan
6.00 pm—Volunteers
Saturday 30 January 2021
6:00 pm— Peter Valsan
Sunday 31 January 2021
8:00 am— Shane Baker
9:30 am— Virginia Schou
6.00 pm—Volunteers

Saturday 23 January 2021
6:00 pm—Susan Macdonald, Marie Almond
Sunday 24 January 2021
8:00 am—Nick Marshall, Elizabeth Disney
09:30 am—Dave Ajero, Daryl Teo
6.00 pm—Youth Group
Saturday 30 January 2021
6:00 pm— Ruth Daly, Susan MacDonald
Sunday 31 January 2021
8:00 am— Martin Major, Zeli Eigures
09:30 am— Rosemary Van Schoor, Loretta Turner
6.00 pm—Youth Group

OUR CHURCH’S VISION STATEMENT.
We are Catholic Family,
who, drawing together on our tradi ons and
diversity, seek to respond to God’s call.
As a Pastoral community,
we strive to nurture the Spiritual growth of all.

Next Week’s Readings
31 January 2021
4th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Deut. 18:15-20;
1 Cor 7:32-35;
Mk 1:21-28
Pilgrim Statue
This week the Pilgrim statue
will be at the home of:
23 Jan—Vicky Charlton
31 Jan—Cynthia Galindo
If anyone would like the
Pilgrim Statue for
Anniversaries, birthdays, etc.
please ring Rosemary

REGULAR MASS, ADORATION &
RECONCILIATION TIMES

Monday 7.30am
Tuesday 7.30am, 9am
Wed 7.30am & 5.00pm
Thursday 7.30am, 9am
Friday 7.30am & 5.00pm
Saturday 7.30am, Vigil 6.00pm
Sunday 8.00am, 9.30am & 6.00pm
Continuous Adoration of the Most
Blessed Sacrament: 8am-3pm —
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and
Thursday Reconciliation: after
Weekly Masses & before weekend
Masses. Please see noticeboard and
back page of the bulletin for current
parish events and Mass times.

Day
SUNDAY 24/1
3rd Sunday in Ordinary
Time

Church

Parish Centre
(Office Closed)

7.30am—Rosary
8.00am—Mass
9.30am—Mass
6.00pm—Mass

MONDAY 25/1
6.45am—Rosary, Morning Prayer
The Conversion of St Paul 7.30am— Mass
the Apostle
8.00am-3.00pm Adoration

—

TUESDAY 26/1
Australia Day

6.45am—Rosary, Morning Prayer
7.30am—Mass
9.00am—Mass

WEDNESDAY 27/1

6.45am—Rosary, Morning Prayer
7.30am— Mass
Novena to Our Mother of Perpetual Help
8.00am—3.00pm—Adoration
5.00pm—Mass

THURSDAY 28/1
St Thomas Aquinas

6.45am—Rosary, Morning Prayer
7.30am—Mass
9.00am—Mass

10am—Legion of
Mary

9.30am-3.00pm—Adoration

FRIDAY 29/1

6.45am—Rosary, Morning Prayer
7.30am—Mass
2.15pm—ACPS Staff Mass
5.00pm—Mass

SATURDAY 30/1

6.45am—Rosary, Morning Prayer
7.30am—Mass
10.45am—Baptism
6.00pm—Vigil Mass

SUNDAY 31/1
4th Sunday in Ordinary
Time

7.30am—Rosary
8.00am—Mass
9.30am—PPC Commissioning Mass
6.00pm—Mass

Fr Johny Arattukulam - Parish Priest
Fr Albin Odippattil—Assistant Parish Priest
Fr Anson Antony—Assistant Parish Priest
Michael Phillips - Deacon
Ernie Carey– Retired Deacon
Vivien de Winter/Alison Caingcoy—Office Staff

(Office Closed)
9am—ICT Group
10am—Grief Support
12.45pm—Alpha
Facilitators

(Office Closed)

Parish Oﬃce– 8 Stevenson St, Mandurah WA 6210
Ph-9581 2061/9581 3261
Presbytery– 6 Stevenson St, Mandurah
Church– Creery St., Mandurah WA 6210
Emails-Admin & Bulle n:
catholicparish@westnet.com.au
Accounts: viv.catholicparish@westnet.com.au
Website: www.olaparishmh.org.au
Oﬃce Hours: 8am-12.30pm, 1pm-4pm Mon-Fri

