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Served by the Discalced Carmelite Friars

1st Sunday of Lent (Year B)

20th & 21st February 2021

He was tempted by Satan,
and the angels looked after him.
Mark 1:12-15

First Sunday of Lent
On Ash Wednesday we began the season of Lent which is our preparation for the
Easter celebration of Jesus’ Resurrection. In all two masses we had a good
number of people attended the liturgy. The imposing of the ashes was special
this year, due to the pandemic situation. We modified the traditional way by
using cotton buds on sticks dipped in the ashes. Finally, each one got a stick!!
As we begin this Holy season, may we discover the true meaning of LENT, by
leaving behind all negative things of the past and strive for a future filled with
Hope! Lent’s meaning L – Leave E – Every N – Negative T - Thing. One of the
three Lenten practices open to most misinterpretation today is that of fasting.
Fasting has become an ambiguous practice. In antiquity, only religious fasting
was known; today, political and social fasting exists (hunger strikes), health and
pathological fasting. There is, above all, a fast imposed by necessity: that of
millions of human beings who lack the indispensable minimum and die of
hunger. Let us work for the eradication of this hunger and thirst from our planet.
Project compassion
Once again Caritas Australia has come forward with their “Project Compassion”
programme. We have placed the boxes and envelopes on the pews. Let us give
generously our share by ending poverty, promoting justice and upholding the
dignity of everyone.
Diocesan Appeals
The annual appeals as directed by the Bunbury Diocese are: Immigration Appeal
– By end of March. Holy Places Collection – By end of May. Peter’s Pence
Collection – By end of July. Apostleship of the Sea Appeal – By end of August.
Catholic Missions Appeal – Third Sunday in October. For the past 10 years our
parish has held one “Annual Appeal” to be distributed between all these
collections. (This was not all held in 2020, due to Covid-19). Our Finance
committee has advised us that this year we will revert to holding each appeal
when it is due. This is to be advertised in the Parish Bulletin in advance so that
parishioners are aware of the change, and when each collection will be held.
Safeguarding officers
On last Sunday Patricia Hornsbury was installed as Safeguarding officer of the
parish. I take this occasion to thank Jill Ward, the former Safeguarding officer
of the parish. She has completed two years of her service in the parish and we
appreciate greatly her commitment and enthusiasm. At present we have two
Continued on to next page...

safeguarding officers including Elma Coverley and we are seeking more
volunteers for this position. If you are interested kindly contact the parish
office.
Year of St. Joseph
Being the year of St. Joseph, we are going to celebrate the feast of St.
Joseph on March 20/21 in all week end masses. Prior to this feast, there
will be nine days novena to St. Joseph. We are also considering to have a
seminar on the saint by inviting one or two resource persons to our parish.
Bishop’s Lenten Message
You will find the Bishop’s Lenten message in this bulletin. Kindly go
through it and act accordingly.
Fr. Theo and Fr. Albin
Both are doing well. I had a conversation with them and you will find a
report of their activities in the coming weeks. Let us continue to support
them by our prayers. Have a beautiful weekend!

Fr. Johny Arattukulam, O.C.D.

Church guidelines to be observed:
1.
2.
3.
4.
3.
5.
6.

Stay home if you are feeling unwell in any way.
Use the SafeWA app or sign in manually before entering the Church.
Sanitize your hands before entering the church. Hand sanitizers are available at the
church entrance.
Please take the time after the Mass to sanitize the pews.
Keep a safe distance from family groups or other individuals in the pews.
Keep a safe physical distance in the communion line.
Avoid physical greetings such as handshakes, hugs and kisses.

7. No sharing of bulletins. Please take your copy home or dispose it after use.

Preparing to hear God’s word
The readings we hear during Lent help us to think about what it means to be a disciple of
Jesus.
To have a mission is to have a special job. What do you think your special job from God
could be?

The gospel story
In today’s gospel, God’s spirit tells Jesus to go in to the desert. In the desert, Satan tests
Jesus and tries to trick him. Jesus does not fall for Satan’s tricks and eventually Satan goes
away. Jesus stays in the desert for 40 days with the wild animals, but angels look after
Jesus.
After leaving the desert, Jesus travels to Galilee and tells the people the good news that
God loves everyone! Jesus tells the people to turn their hearts back to God and believe the
good news.

Readings & Commentaries
The season of Lent, as the preface says, is a gift. It offers us the time and space to
stand back and look at the big picture – the big picture of our human condition within
the horizon of divine love. We survey the whole story of salvation from the dawn of
creation to the climax of Jesus’ mission among us. At no other time of the year do we
engage in such a sustained exploration of our vocation as human beings.
Our principal guides on the way are the great story-tellers of the Old Testament, the
dynamic and provocative preacher Paul, and above all Jesus himself via the evangelists
Mark and John. Today’s ensemble of readings invites us into the grand sweep of God’s
saving work in our human history from his covenant with Noah after the flood, through
the earthly mission of Jesus, to our life in the risen Lord through baptism. The time has
come to turn around and believe the Good News; the reign of God is at hand.

1.
2.
3.

4.
5.
6.
7.

A fast is better than bad meals. - Irish Proverb
When the stomach is full, it is easy to talk on fasting.
St. Jerome
My religion teaches me that whenever there is distress
which one cannot remove, one must fast and pray.
- Mahatma Gandhi
A first class will and a second class brain would defeat a first
class brain and a second class will.
A fool may make money, but it needs a wise man to spend it.
A gentleman is one whose mind is humorous and whose
heart is pure.
Don’t forget your umbrella; I might water the plants today!
– God.

First Reading
A reading from the book of Genesis

9:8–15

God spoke to Noah and his sons, 'See, I establish my Covenant with you, and with
your descendants after you; also with every living creature to be found with you,
birds, cattle and every wild beast with you: everything that came out of the ark,
everything that lives on the earth. I establish my Covenant with you: nothing of
flesh shall be swept away again by the waters of the flood. There shall be no flood
to destroy the earth again.'
God said, 'Here is the sign of the Covenant I make between myself and you and
every living creature with you for all generations: I set my bow in the clouds and it
shall be a sign of the Covenant between me and the earth. When I gather the
clouds over the earth and the bow appears in the clouds, I will recall the Covenant
between myself and you and every living creature of every kind. And so the waters
shall never again become a flood to destroy all things of flesh.'
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM

R. Your ways, O Lord, are love and truth
to those who keep your covenant.
Lord, make me know your ways.
Lord, teach me your paths.
Make me walk in your truth, and teach me:
for you are God my saviour. R.
Remember your mercy, Lord,
and the love you have shown from of old.
In your love remember me,
because of your goodness, O Lord. R.
The Lord is good and upright.
He shows the path to those who stray,
he guides the humble in the right path;
he teaches his way to the poor. R.

SECOND Reading
A reading from the first letter of St Peter

3:18–22

Christ himself, innocent though he was, died once for sins, died for the guilty, to
lead us to God. In the body he was put to death, in the spirit he was raised to life,
and, in the spirit, he went to preach to the spirits in prison. Now it was long ago,
when Noah was still building that ark which saved only a small group of eight
people 'by water', and when God was still waiting patiently, that these spirits
refused to believe. That water is a type of the baptism which saves you now, and
which is not the washing off of physical dirt but a pledge made to God from a good
conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has entered heaven and
is at God's right hand, now that he has made the angels and Dominations and
Powers his subjects.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Gospel acclamation
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory!
No one lives on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the
Mouth of God. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ,
king of endless glory!
GOSPEL
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark

1:12–15

The Spirit drove Jesus out into the wilderness and he remained there for forty days,
and was tempted by Satan. He was with the wild beasts, and the angels looked after
him.
After John had been arrested, Jesus went into Galilee. There he proclaimed the Good
News from God. 'The time has come' he said 'and the kingdom of God is close at hand.
Repent, and believe the Good News.

Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.

Parish Religious Education Program 2021 (for all Parish children)
Lessons will begin on Wednesday 24th February 2021
with a short parent meeting.
Any enquires please to
Bernadette Scharf: 9535 4941 or email johnscharf@bigpond.com.au
Elizabeth Disney: : 0423 408 126 or email elizabethdsn2@gmail.com .

Special Ministers of the Eucharist
Copies of the roster from March to June 2021 are now available in the
church.
Thank you for giving generously of your time and talents once again.
Many thanks. - Bernadette Scharf

Commentators & Lectors
Copies of new roster for period March-June 2021 are now available in
the Church. Should you be unable to attend on your rostered day, please
arrange a replacement.
I will be seeking additional readers and commentators for the Easter
celebrations in the very near future. Thank you for your continued support for this
Ministry.
–Colin Purcell

DIVINE WILL PRAYER GROUP
Now on zoom each Wednesday
For further information
Contact Dawn 0455 150 699
Join us at 7pm via the link below
If required:
personal or meeting id is 77150640515
password is Luisa
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/77150640515?pwd=cW10TjFwZnBxRWplMStzeWY1YTEvdz09

Safeguarding

May all of us work to make our churches, schools and families
havens of safety and enable our children to thrive.
Should any parishioners have any concerns please contact a
Safeguarding Officer: Elma
0417951296
Patricia 0418797041

Welcome and Congratulations!
Mandurah Catholic College Staff Commissioning Mass

this Saturday, 20 February at the Vigil Mass
the teachers and staff of Mandurah Catholic College will be attending
our church for the Commissioning ceremony.
Let us welcome them wholeheartedly.
As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God's varied grace.
(1 Peter 4:10)

A Renewed Heart
2021 Diocesan Lenten program

-a prayerful and supportive resource for the Lenten
journey.
Available at the parish office for $2 a copy.

PPC Meeting 16 February 2021
Items Discussed
• Continued Focus on Reading Unlocking Your Parish
• Summer School and Plenary Council Discernment. Planned to have a
Discernment day after Easter more info shortly. Light of The Southern
Cross report to be available at the Parish office, copy to read or to be
emailed.
•

Mission Plan – Hospitality. Focus on Hospitality this month. Goal to have 5
people at each weekend mass.

• Social Event Team. Now has about 20 people to support them from within
the Parish. St Patricks Day celebration to be held on 20 March after 6.00
pm Mass.
• Parish Centre to re-open for Private Functions after Easter with the new
guidelines
• Year of St Joseph.
• Celebrate St Joseph on the weekend of 20/21 March at all Masses
with the nine days Novena.
•

Proposed Celebration Seminar lead by Father Tony or anyone

•

Prayers to St Joseph at Masses

•

Communication Report – Update on What is happening

•

Finance report – Proposed to build a BBQ a permanent area in front of the
toilet block

• Ministries report – read by PPC team. Request from Liturgy to check
charging of microphones.

• Father Johny provided a detailed update of the Parish past, present and
future.
Brendan Chestnutt, PPC Chair
WELCOME NEW PARISHIONERS!
You are invited to complete the green new parishioner form at the entrance to the
Church. It can then be placed in the collection basket or left at the Parish Office. Please
let us know if you have moved to a new address or changed contact details for records
update. PLEASE NOTE: All information given is kept strictly confidential.

Jamila is a Rohingya refugee living in a camp in Bangladesh with her elderly mother and
baby daughter. With the support of Caritas Australia, and through Caritas Bangladesh,
Jamila has been able to access to emergency food, shelter, counselling, and vocational
training that will help to support her family.
Please donate to Project Compassion 2021 to help mothers like Jamila be more for
her family and her community.
You can donate through Parish boxes and envelopes, by visiting www.caritas.org.au/
projectcompassion or phoning 1800 024 413

Twenty-two-year-old Jamila is a single
mother living in the world’s largest refugee
camp in Bangladesh. A Rohingya woman,
she’d fled the armed conflict in Myanmar’s
Rakhine State to save herself, her elderly
mother, and her eight-month-old baby.
Having been abandoned by her husband, she
faced life in the camp on her own. Hundreds
of thousands of Rohingya people have
crossed the border into Bangladesh since August 2017. Over 1.3 million people remain
in the densely populated camps in desperate need of humanitarian assistance. Thanks
to the generosity of Caritas Australia’s supporters and through our partnership with
Caritas Bangladesh, Jamila has been able to access emergency food and shelter. As her
stay in the camp stretched on, Jamila joined the Women Friendly Spaces project, where
she received counselling and emotional support. She learnt about health and hygiene,
participated in a parenting program, and learnt sewing skills to help her to earn an
income. Jamila now has a sense of community around her, and feels less alone and
more supported. As a result, she’s able to ‘Be More’ to her family. “I want to offer my
thankful greetings to those who are kindly thinking of us from overseas,” Jamila says.
“Thank you, and thanks Caritas Australia.

As Saint Oscar Romero said, “Aspire not to have more, but to be more.”

Through your generosity and by aspiring to “Be More”, you are assisting some of the
world’s most vulnerable people build better futures for themselves, their families and their
communities.
Thank you for being more!
You can donate through Parish boxes and envelopes,
or by visiting www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion
or phoning 1800 024 413.

By Fr Anson Antony OCD

St Polycarp
On Feb. 23, the Catholic Church remembers the life and martyrdom of St. Polycarp, a
disciple of the apostle and evangelist St. John. Polycarp is celebrated on the same date by
Eastern Orthodox Christians, who also honor him as a Saint.
Polycarp is known to later generations primarily through the account of his martyrdom,
rather than by a formal biography. However, it can be determined from that account that
he was born around the year 69 AD. From the testimony he gave to his persecutors –
stating he had served Christ for 86 years – it is clear that he was either raised as a
Christian, or became one in his youth.
Growing up among the Greek-speaking Christians of the Roman
Empire, Polycarp received the teachings and recollections of
individuals who had seen and known Jesus during his earthly
life. This important connection – between Jesus' first disciples
and apostles and their respective students – served to protect
the Catholic Church against the influence of heresy during its
earliest days, particularly against early attempts to deny Jesus'
bodily incarnation and full humanity.
Polycarp's most significant teacher, with whom he studied personally, was St. John –
whose contributions to the Bible included not only the clearest indication of Jesus'
eternal divinity, but also the strongest assertions of the human nature he assumed on
behalf of mankind. By contrast, certain tendencies had already emerged among the first
Christians – to deny the reality of Jesus' literal suffering, death, and resurrection,
regarding them as
mere "symbols" of highly abstract ideas. With John's help, Polycarp may have been the
one who compiled, edited, and published the New Testament
Polycarp, bishop of Smyrna was also the friend of Saint Ignatius of Antioch. Saint Ignatius,
on his way to Rome to be martyred, visited Polycarp at Smyrna, and later at Troas wrote
him a personal letter. The Asia Minor Churches recognized Polycarp’s leadership by
choosing him as a representative to discuss with Pope Anicetus the date of the Easter
celebration in Rome—a major controversy in the early Church.
Only one of the many letters written by Polycarp has been preserved, the one he wrote to
the Church of Philippi in Macedonia.
At the age of 86, Polycarp was led into the crowded Smyrna stadium to be burned alive.
The flames did not harm him and he was finally killed by a dagger. The centurion ordered
the saint’s body burned. The “Acts” of Polycarp’s martyrdom are the earliest preserved,
fully reliable account of a Christian martyr’s death. He died in 155.
https://www.franciscanmedia.org

HUNTER JOAQUIN CASTRO
Son of Rico & Shaira

The parish community rejoices with you in this special occasion.

GEORGE CHESTNUTT was called Home to the Lord on 15 February 2021.
George is the brother of our PPC Chair, Brendan Chestnutt.
Our prayers and sympathy are with the Chestnutt family at this time of sorrow.
The Mandurah Conference of the St Vincent de Paul
Society is hosting a Healthy Eating workshop in
conjunction with Foodbank nutritionists and
dietitians. Heavenly homes International has kindly
given the use of their premises for the workshops
It is designed to assist adults with limited cooking
skills and limited money.
It runs on the first four Thursdays in March 10am
till 12.30pm. Each session consists of learning and a
cooking demonstration, followed by a shared meal.
If you know of anyone interested please pass on the
information in the flyer.
Registration is important as places are limited.
To book: Cheryl 0430 171 160
Thanks Jim Mather, President, 0427 956 794
Frank O’Driscoll, Alysha Carboni, John Gilbertson, Joan Orchard,
Joan McKay, George Tacey, Jenny Stokic, Sue Short, Sheila Pearce,
Joanne Ford, Leah Hardie, Lesley Mertens, Sean Mahoney, Jodie
Donnelly, Mikayla Wilton, Peter Young, Roy & Jan Payne, Grace
Moore, Aldine Wheldon, Daryl Winters, Merle Johnson, Trish
Mulcahy, Oliver, Norma Hales, David Naughton, Dulcie Kent, Anita
Doran, Herbert Lenard, Taylor Green, Margaret McGuiness, Les Pearson, Beryl Fitzgerald,
Louisa & Luigi Bove, Anne-Marie Fliegener, Bill Kociaruba, Johnson Joseph, Fiona DaviesMcConchie, Les Burns, Sophie, Margaret Worthington, Tessie Plamonte, Cristina King, Irene
Pini, Kate Whooley, Fr Chris Warnock, Joshua Chernoff, Ron Nichols, Barbara Padua, Marie
Aide, Raeleen Sutton, Jessica Amphlett, Raegis Farrell, Barbara, Philip Giuffre, Liz Evans, Bill
Copple, Dorothy Oliver, Chris Morris, Alan Edwards, Joseph Godridge, Christian Vimpany,
Kylie Godridge, Mark Bussanich, Amber, Elsie Medina, Markus Ruescher, Angie Mae, Greg
Lewis, Joan Marshall, Kevin Scanlon, Eunice Hope, Mia Hoppee, Greg Carter, Sue Murphy,
Michelle Stafford, Debra Keena, Joy Brokenshire, Brendan Davidson, Neil Stewart, Moyra
Naughton, John Wilcox, Lea Fajardo, Tania Ward, Jemma Hill and all those who are
recovering or sick and all those affected by Covid-19. Please advise the office if any of
the above names need to be removed.

Saturday 20 February 2021
6:00pm— Sue Ellul
Sunday 21 February 2021
8:00am— Martin Major
9:30am— R Turner
6.00pm-—Volunteers
Saturday 27 February 2021
6:00pm— Aaron Doultan
Sunday 28 February 2021
8:00am— Joy McCleay
9:30am— Therese Lazaroo
6.00pm-—Volunteers

Saturday 20 February 2021
6:00pm—Susan Macdonald, Alex Popov
Sunday 21 February 2021
8:00am—Joy McCleary, Zeli Eigures
9:30am—Micalea Lazaroo, Hugh Tinney
6.00pm—MCC, MCC

Next Week’s Readings

2nd Sunday of Lent
Gen 22:1-2, 9-13, 15-18;
Rom 8:31-34;
Mk 9:2-10
Pilgrim Statue
This week the Pilgrim
statue will be at the home of:
21 Feb Dawn Chown
28 Feb Dorothy Oliver
7 Mar Sheila Finlay
If anyone would like the
Pilgrim Statue for
Anniversaries, birthdays, etc.
please ring Rosemary
Rana on 0438 916 165.

Saturday 27 February 2021
6:00pm—Helen Crosbie, Kathleen Coles
Sunday 28 February 2021
8:00am—Martin Major, Jenni Srdarev
9:30am—Karmela Messineo, Loretta Turner
6.00pm—Volunteers

VISION STATEMENT
As Disciples of Christ, we are a faith-filled, inclusive,
connected Catholic family committed to grow,
worship and serve.
MISSION
To be a welcoming Church using its talents in Ministries
to develop our Parish focusing on our spiritual growth.

Regular MASS, ADORATION &
RECONCILIATION TIMES

Monday 7.30am
Tuesday 7.30am, 9am
Wed 7.30am & 5.00pm
Thursday 7.30am, 9am
Friday 7.30am & 5.00pm
Saturday 7.30am, Vigil 6.00pm
Sunday 8.00am, 9.30am & 6.00pm
Continuous Adoration of the Most
Blessed Sacrament: 8am-3pm —
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and
Thursday Reconciliation: after
Weekly Masses & before weekend
Masses. Please see noticeboard and
back page of the bulletin for current
parish events and Mass times.

Day
SUNDAY 21/2
1st Sunday of Lent

Church

Parish Centre

7.30am—Rosary
8.00am—Mass
9.30am—Mass
6.00pm—Mass

(OFFICE CLOSED)
4pm-Peel Catholic
Youth

MONDAY 22/2
6:45am—Rosary, Morning Prayer
The Chair of St Peter 7:30am—Mass
8:00am-3.00pm –Adoration
the Apostle
TUESDAY 23/2

6:45am—Rosary, Morning Prayer
7:30am—Mass
9:00am—Mass

10am— Legion of Mary
7pm—Catenian Council

8:00am-3.00pm –Adoration

WEDNESDAY 24/2 6:45am—Rosary, Morning Prayer
7:30am—Mass
Novena to Our Mother of Perpetual Help
5:00pm– Mass

4pm—Parish Religious
Education Program

8:00am-3.00pm –Adoration

THURSDAY 25/2

6:45am—Rosary, Morning Prayer
7:30am—Mass
9.00am—Mass

6.30pm—Alpha

8:00am-3.00pm –Adoration

FRIDAY 26/2

6:45am—Rosary, Morning Prayer
7:30am—Mass
5.00pm—Mass
5:30pm—Stations of the Cross

SATURDAY 27/2

6.45am—Rosary, Morning Prayer
7.30am—Mass
6.00pm—Vigil Mass

SUNDAY 28/2
2nd Sunday of Lent

7.30am—Rosary
8.00am—Mass
9.30am—Mass
11.30am—Baptism
6.00pm—Mass

Fr Johny Arattukulam - Parish Priest
Fr Albin Odippattil—Assistant Parish Priest
Fr Anson Antony—Assistant Parish Priest
Michael Phillips - Deacon
Ernie Carey– Retired Deacon
Vivien de Winter/Alison Caingcoy—Office Staff

(OFFICE CLOSED)
10am-Grief Support

(OFFICE CLOSED)

Parish Office– 8 Stevenson St, Mandurah WA 6210
Ph-9581 2061/9581 3261
Presbytery– 6 Stevenson St, Mandurah
Church– Creery St., Mandurah WA 6210
Emails-Admin & Bulletin:
catholicparish@westnet.com.au
Accounts: viv.catholicparish@westnet.com.au
Website: www.olaparishmh.org.au
Office Hours: 8am-12.30pm, 1pm-4pm Mon-Fri

